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Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Abyssinia 


Mr. Th&sigcr to Sir Edward Grey.—{Reived January 1, 1914.) 

Adis Ababoy Dotrinimr 5 t ISIS. 

’ IN coutmuation of my despatch No. 78 of the 29th November, I hnv* the honour 

to report that there are no further developments, 

1 have heard from an Abyssinian officer, who was present at the secret meeting 

held after 1 left the Council that the question of the rectification was not again raised, 
all parties being united in their determination not to concede it, hut that Lij l&su was 
very indignant at having to submit to the MfcUfi&tiMi of not having kept lus promises 
without being able to deny it* referring to my refusal to accept my further afismni 
to the effect that the Abyssinian Government would take Certain measure* to put a 
Stop to this raiding, as 1'had received similar promises three years ago, which had 

remained without effect. , . . , . 

Gimiazmatoh Gashi was then called up, and on being questioned acknowledged 

that all I had said was true, but pleaded that tho frontier officers could not be blamed 

for having failed to end this state of affairs, and the extent of country to l« covered 

made it impossible to watch tho whole line, and there were alway s fresh hunters « 

down from the provinces of Dejaz Balcha, LkUmbam* Waldo Gabriel, Dejaa Nfido and 

Dejaa Merid, in whose employ those men wore to all intents and purposes, and by whom 

they were protected. We kavo from our side, however, never been aide to prove this 

fact, the truth of which they acknowledge among themselves, but absolutely deny 

^ ^Four letters were then drawn up to the above-named chiefs putting the whole 
blame for what had occurred, on them, and warning them that if in future any soldiers 
of theirs wore caught on our side of the line the consequences would be very serious 

yj Yasu then turned on the Fitaurari H&pto Giorgis, aud sail I that as all these 
incidents had occurred in hie country he was responsible for the restoration of order, 
and must himself go down to the frontier to see about it 

I should think these orders would be obeyed fur the next six mouths, [cueing which 
time there would be & cessation of these raid*, except an the part of tho hiw ™d outlaws 
who may be in hiding on the frontier, but after that they will probably begin again by 

degT Tha Fitaurari Uapt* Gvorgia kaa left Adis Ababa, but being entirely unfitted by 
ill-health for ftLich & journey it moat unlikely that ha wfcti ever reach his aetifciiifttiyih 
It i« also reported on very creditable grounds that he has been sent away on this 
miasion, loss with the idea of really effecting some results than as t&e successful mult 
of intrigues against him by hie rivals here, who have persuaded Lij Yaau to this step 

in order to get rid of hie influence in the capital 

I hope to have au interview next week with Lij Yasu with regard to the punish- 
mailt of raiders, who have or may l>e proved guilty in the future, and to hear from him 
w-hat measures they propose to adopt. 

[lfiS7] 
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I must acknowledge that I am very muoh disappointed at my failure to secure the 
rectification of the frontier, as I had, against my better judgment, hoped that it would 
be oowaible to obtain it eventually. I do not think now that, ay tong as the present 
eyatem of government is in force* there is any chance of obtaining satisfaction m this 

or any other really serious matter. 

I have, &e. _. 

WILFRED G. THESIGER. 


comparatively small amount acceptable, and would present [its demanding too much tor 

s five yeaTH 1 ^ option. , 

I believe, however, t»eforo definitely accepting, he would have to consult his partner, 

M, Oc, who is now in Switzerland, a& the original concession was obtained by them 


jointly. 

I am addressing ft copy of this despatch to Lord Kitchener. 

I have, Ac. 

WILFRED G THESIGER 


[10] **a. 2 - . 

Mr, Hi&siget to Sir Edtixtrd Grey.—{Received January 1 , 1914 .) 

^ Adis Ababa , December 6 , 1913 . 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 38 of the L2th November, and your 
telegram No, 22 of the 4th instant, J will &oe M, Chetheux as soon as possible and 
approach him on the subject. 

The line I would suggest would 3 jc to obtain an option on hie concession for five 
years for say 1,0001. on the understanding that he would be offered ultimately an 
interest in any railway construction we may undertake at a future date westward of 

Adis Ababa and south of the Blue Nile. h 

At ths present moment the whole cjuestion of railway constniction in w 
from the British point of view, is too undetermined to render any exact appreciation of 
the value of his concession possible, and it would l>e very difficult to^ come to any 
definite arrangement now na to how his interest in any future construction was to be 

estimated. r 

Bv securing nn option for five years wo should gain time to consider the question, 

being In the meanwhile secured against French competition, and, by the date of the 
expiration of the option, would be enabled to judge, firstly, what- <■ fleet Lne French line 
bn,? upon our western trade; secondly, to whar. extent the arrival of the railway &t 
Athn A baba modifies or incre?un^ Abyssinian suspicion of railways in general j atid 
thirdly* we should have reached a stage in the development of the railway system in 
tho Sudan which will make the connection with the Abyssinian frontier a compara¬ 
tively small matter. _ * , 

To take these points in turn, the harm which the railway may do us by its arrival 

at. Adis Ababa might, I think, be largely counterbalanced by a development or the 
Bare Lauds Concession, which lum the l ight to build a light railway pmctkally from 
Gambeila to our frontier either north or south of tho river. If this were done 1 believe 
it would be pfj«siblc, by dredging at Abwong, to keep cotcnltmication open with 
Gambdla for the greater part of the year. T am now dificussing this possibility with 
M. Ydlibi and the Biuik of Abyssinia ia connection with a sugar manufactory on this 
concession which could, if reports are Confirmed, obtain a practical monopoly of the 
sugar market of the Sudan, but T will deal with this more fully in another despatch. 

As regards Abyssinian opinion towards railways: there is no doubt that any 
proposal to connect up the Sudan with this country from our side would at the present 
moment be certain of failure. Their hostility to a prolongation of the existing line 
would also be great, but could be overcome by ?> lavish expenditure of money or sorer 
agreement over the rifle question, which it would lx- worth the while of tile French to incur. 

W ithin the next five years, however, Lij Yuiu tn&y have come to the throne, ill 
which case the whole present system of government wdl probably change, or some of 
the tunny possible contingencies may have arisen to alter trio whole faoo of the situation, 
in which event it will do no harm to fleluy binding ourselves too strictly for the moment. 

Lastly, with regard to the Sudan railways; it seems to me that those French 
schemes lor drawing away our western trade, which w p ill certainly lx: from now onward 
pushed with the greatest energy, either in this or other forms, must necessitate on our 
side tho completion of the Kuftaida-Gedaref-Sennnr line at the earliest possible date;, 
and then the construction of tho first section of the line to the frontier, which would 
ultimately be prolonged into Abyssinia, 

From my previous conversations with M, tThefneux 1 think that ha wilt lie 
content to leave the matter t open, once our word ie passed, that hid interests will be 
recognised in any future construction, and 1 believe his present needs would make a 


Colonial Office to Foreign Office,—{Received January I, 1914) 

g[ r Hoa'nxRp Street, December 31* 1913. 

T AM directed by the Secretary of State for the Colonics to transmit to you, for 
the information of Secretary Sir E. Grey* with reference to letter from the Colonial 
Office of the 14th November, copies of a Confidential despatch from the Commissioner 

of Somaliland* on the subject of the situation in Somaliland* 

I am, &o. 

JOHN ANDERSON. 


<Co 

Sir, 


Enclosure in No. 3* 

Cowimissicner Byatt to Mr, Hut court. 

{Confidential.) _ * , 

Berbera, November 27* I9l*h 

I HAVE the honour to report thattlm political situation in the interior, although 
no development of great importance has occurred, still gives ground tor considerable 
anxiety, 'The existence of the strong dervish outpost at Shim bcrhcp-i s :ts rega nled by 
our tribes with the greatest anxiety, since it entirely closes the Viu Valley to them* 
and is a srrinus menace to the safety of stock grazing between liuruo and Iser^ Thoy 
are keenly desirous of seeing this outpost driven back* and they show no disposition to 

take the initiative. . 

2. Two raids from the Strimberherm* centre have been made since my last report 

on the 23rd October, though neither has been on any large scale. The Habr Toljaala 
and Dolbaiiunta Mahmud Gerad were the victims oE these raids, and m each instance 
a mere handful of horsemen was able to capture and drive off stock without any 
resistance being offered or any attempt made at recovery. It is disappointing to find 
that the Habr Toljaala, after their successful defence in October, now appear to have 

lost their spirit, . 

3. Mv impression ns regurds dervish intentions is that the Mullah is mm busily 

occupied In replacing the ammunition expended at Dulmadoha, and that, with the 
assistance of his friends and intermediaries tho Bagherl, he is unfortunately not likely 
to fail in tins matter. Meanwhile, his outpost h maintained at Shimbcrberfis to 
terrorise and possibly absorb the friendlies, while watching closely the signs of any 
Government activity. Circumstances at tho moment arc favourable to tins latter 
project, for the following reason. The months of January and February, even in 
normal years, are months of scarcity, and it is with difficulty that sufficient grazing 
For their stock is found by natives. The autumn rains of October and November, 
usually heavy, have this year almost, entirely failed, and it is-certain that stock ow ners 
will be reduced Lo great strftita in tlLC not distant future. I he grazing m the coastal 
region, never plentiful, will shortly he exhausted and* with the Air closed to them, 
the Habr Toljwda and Dolbahanta will In; unable to move with their flocks either to 

the north or the south. 

-L Thera in thus a great temptation for them to devise some means whereby they 
can move south with less risk, and the most obvious method of doing this is to come 
to some understanding with the Mullah* Although T believe that Hie majority arc 
very loth to adept this expedient* 1 have certain information that negotiations OD a 
small scale have already taken place between some of the Dolbnbanta ami the 
atimberberris post, and tint small presents have boon exchanged. I am so far unable 
to discover what the progress or the result of these negotiations has been, and whether 
they are due to the efforts of few i iidi vi cl ual s R or to s* conaeusiis of tnbiil opinio b 


P 3.—j nm addressing a copy of tins despatch to Lord Kitchener. 


W, G, T. 
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The akik of the tribes concerned hat e respoo 
to bo able to dissuade them from making any 
5* In another direction, shies * 
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of caravans taking ammunition to the ■ 
whether nit efforts to that end will meet with any 
& Among the friendlies themselves some i 
it is to be regretted that these affairs will con 
constabulary force is able to move about fra 
approaching drought and consequent quarrels over watering ri 
Jill tend to foster such disturbances, wtodi can only J*pMVU 
Corns is able to visit and maintain order at the more important 
tbiJbfl* not yet arrived; but I would remark that there u n 
men employed on such duty, since their presence for tins purp 

by all tribes alike. T ha 


Abyssinian co-operation is cuariy 

tb« Bahawadfeti Ogailen to prevent tbe passage 
dervishes from Abyssinian sources, but 1 doubt 
' considerable success. 

ea some ftmall disturbance have occurred, and 

i unices and until a 
im . I tear that the 

ghts and precedences 
ited when the Camel 
wells. The time for 
,0 appreciable risk to 
oge is heartily desired 


[1237] " a 

Mr* Thesiger to Sir Edward Greg 

{No. 88.) 

gjj 

IS continuation of my tele grain No. 25 

report that I had a long com 

It was very ” ' ‘ ' „ _ . , , 

that while the value of the concession in his own eyes 

of view it wot 
to Lave it in our hands, 

I found out, however, : 

M. Jig were to receive pin 
Jibuti to BirdDuwa, Dire Dawa to 

This, therefore* can be taken as a ri . 

After considerable discussion, he told me that he would tic 

principle to the idea of a live years* option for 1*0081., 
recognition of his interests in the event of a company 

linn tlm interest to take the form of shares. . , f f 

’ Willi regard, however, to t!se price he would expect for any total cession «fJus 

xieUts 1 could not get him to make any direct statement beyond that the old com pa y 
bmi agreed to mv 20.0D0L for construction rights over this section, 

fain inclined to believe that he would take willingly lO.OOOf,down, but that he 
would hcritete to accept less than this amount, as lie evidently has an idea that 
would be possible to float a company in England for this purpose, if he wan sure Him 

Majesty 1 * Government would raise no opposition to such & scheme. 5af 

Another offer might be Used on ft sum down m cash, say &JXKI/,, and the prom 

of shares to the value of 10,000!. in any future company. 

M Cllefnm cannot rive am- definite answer without first consulting and 

reodtlng the consent of 1 L llg, who has an equal interest in the concession, hut ht 

has already written to him on the subject ... t ■ 

M. Chefneux, in tlia meantime, h^ promised mu that hu will not. treat in anj 

wriv with the French railway mission, which is sit the moment m Adw Ababa. 

' There is no doubt that this mission is here to discuss the question of a Vmi t 

the Government, and that the French Legation has akendy broached the an Fjjj* 

Li y Y hsu. It is ^aid tlia L the amount of this loan is about 5,000,000 dollars, and that the. 
ask for the administration of the custom* at DirG Dawa and at Adis Ababa as bmu irt. 
while i have heard from various sources that iU purpose is connected with a schema 


mrsatiou with M. Giietneux over me runway 
■liflicit to K et auy direct p** 1 * 1 * f £“ p “„J 

aid li’ns I was careful to point out, rather an advantage than a necessity 

that, by his agreement with the original company, he and 

-tly 20,000/. for each or the three sections, that is, from 

* Adis Ababa, and Adia Ababa to the Nile. 

basis fur some arrangement, 

irepored to agree in 

with a uefinite promise of a 

being found to cod struct the 


for the prolongation of the milwny, , , .. , f i m ± 

It will. 1 hope, be possible to obtain more precise mfotm&tmti before long, imi 

with regard to French policy it nan be taken for granted that they have now three 
definite objects in view :— 

1 The extension of the railway westwards. ,, 

a To get into their own hands the adminktration of the customs houses at DinS 

Dawa and Adis Ababa. * * 


5 


3, The substitution of the Bank of Abyssinia by a concern which will be under 
French control. 

If they succeed in their efforts to force a loan on the Government, all those 
objects will be brought a step nearer to realisation, and although tho Abysainian 
opposition will certainly be very strong, it is, after all, only a matter of paying a 
sufficiently high price. They have in the Indo-Cbine Bank a most efficient and 
interested ally with a very largo capital behind it, and their control over the ride traffic 
gives their legation here a weapon which they use, and wrill continue to uac T in an 
absolutely unscrupulous wav. 

Jibuti was dosed nominally on account of the pressure brought to bear on Fans 
from London and Rome, but its closure coincided with the lust effort of the i: tench 
Government to obtain for tho company the right to construct tho line to Adia Ababa. 
Once tins object whs obtained the port regulations, which had been thoroughly effective 
until then, were relaxed, and the arms tmffiu is again in full swing, in spite of the 
assurances flu freely given to the contrary by the French authorities. 

When tho present discussions are ripe, nothing will bo easier than for the French 
Legation to dose Jibuti again* representing to the Abyssinian Government, as they 
have always bone, that the unaware is entirely due to Great Britain and Italy* and that 

Franca must most unwillingly comply with their wishes. 

In this way M. Briee can pose as the only friend of Abyssinia, while furthering 
bis own policy at the expense of the other two parties to the Tripartite Agreement. 

I am so convinced of the truth of these assertions, that I shall regard tiny real 
restrictions which may be again imposed at Jibuti on the transport of arms as a danger 
BiguaL, showing that their other schemes have reached a point where furl her pressure 

is necessary. 

I nm addressing ft copy of this despatch to Lord Kitchener. 

I have, &c. 

WILFRED G. THESIGER. 

p.iL_The above-mentioned mission consists of M. Maurice Dwgardin, who was 

formerly ** Lng&iieur Cunseil" at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, fmd is now one of 
the technical directors of the railway company, besides being, T am informed, also 
vice-president of the Indo-C hi no Bank. The other two members are MM. Manure 
Gottin ftud A, Danais, both belonging to the Indo-Chme Railways. 


No. 5* 

Mr* Thesiger to sir Edward Grey.—(Received January i 0 , 191 A) 

^ Adis ri&afrp, Decrmfter 19 r 1918- 

I HAVE the honour to confirm my telegram N o, 32 of t he 16th instant, reporting 
the Emperor Meuelik s death. Although the fact is still beiog kept secret, and is 
denied, by the authorities, there is, 1 feci troavinced, no doubt about it tliii 

lt wsa said at the end of last week that the Empress Taitu had died, and for some 
time this rumour wan believed, but there wen; many tacts which led oneto n.contrary 
belief, and although her state of health is such that- she is not expected 10 live Jung, 

there Es 1 I think, no doubt of her bising still alive, . . 

I do not anticipate any trouble when the news of the Emperor s death is pro¬ 
claimed, which will probably hu towards the end of the forty days which it is customary 
to devote to mourning, fts the report of hia death is generally believed, and the pnncipa 

chiefs will be summoned to Adis Ababa before then. 

The fact that there is no serious rival to the throne, and that such chief* us have 

shown any disposition to rebel against Lij Yam's authority are mostly primers m 
various fortresses diminishes any chance of opposition to Ins succession, and holt eve 
the announcement of his succession to the throne will pass olf quietly. 

Of the future it is at present impossible to speak with any certainty ; lho Govern¬ 
ment of the country hoe never been in such a disorganised state before, and there is a 
general feeling of dissatisfaction, but l »m inclined to think that the proclamation of 
Lij Yuan will have a calming effect, and that the tendency will be to wait and sue 

whftt changes will be introduced. . * 

The coming year will be n critical one for Abyssinia, as the ruspousibihly for any 

[1687] L 
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continuation of the mi&goveramont of the past will now fall on Lij Yasu, and lie will 

have a difficult task before him if a crisis is to b& avoided. 

1 do not see any need under existing circumstances to make any change in my 

nhitis ond w.d consequently leave Adis Ababa for Morale on the Gth January, 
i am addressing ei copy of this despatch to Lord Kitchener. 

I have, &e. 

WILFRED G. THESIGER, 



No. 9, 

C<s/enirtl office to Foreign Office,—{Received January 13,) 

^ |r Downing Street^ January 13, 1914, 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for the Colonics to transmit to you, tor the 
information of Secretary Sir K Grey, with reference to letter from the Colonial Office 
of the S4th December, 1913, a copy of a Confidential despatch from the Commttsioner 

of Somaliland on the subject of the situation in Somaliland. 

T ana, <$X\ 

JOHN ANDERSON, 


Enclosure in No. 6, 



CtfmrtUJiioJiFr Byatt to Mr, Hareourf. 

[Confidential,) „ , n , or . 

g. T Berbera t December 20, 1913. 

IN confirmation of mv telegram of to-day s date, l have the honour to report 
that on the 7th instant information was received of the presence of a dervish force of 
horse and loot at Oles&n, with the supposed objeot of attacking either the Habr Tdijjaala 
tribes north of that place, the Dolbab&nta around Ber, or more probably the Habr 
Yunis gracing about Aik- A warning of the imminence of danger was rapidly sent 
to the tribes, who thereupon withdrew to a safer distance, liurao, which has recently 
been reoccupied by considerable numbers, being to a large extent deserted by them. 
Two sections of the Dolbahanta however, did not retire from their advanced position 
beyond Bt;r, and in the course of a few days there was a tendency for others to return 

to Butjuk ^ thc derrig | l 3COUte; found that the main portion of the Habr 

Yunis tribe with its stock had retired too far to the south-west to be accessible, and 
therefore on the Ifith instant, three raids in other directions were made by detach- 
mmta of no great numerical strensrih. The fitst of those was directed a gas net the 
Habr Tolja&la on Baoaoul plain, which lies to the north of Ber, Most of the stock 
looted by them was recaptured, and tlie dervishes retired with twenty camels only, 
having killed one of the friendlier, In the second affair 1«0 camels taken from the 
Ba Idrda were recovered with the help ot some Government secuta near Ber otter a 
fight in which one of their ponies was idiot and one was captured from the dervishes, 

" tf. The third attack was directed agaimt various tribes grazing on the Arori plain* 
south west of Burao, and resulted in considerable damage to the friendlies. So far as 
it known at present, eleven men, anti probably some women rind children, were killed t 
several villages were burned, and -490 to 5t0 tinich were driven oil. Apparently no 
resistance was offered, and no attempt was made to pursue the raiders and recover the 

looted stock. 

t. The 'most disquieting feature of these raids is the fact that the two sections of 
the Dollmhanta located beyond Ber, who were most easily accessible to the dervish 
lMvrty, were left unmolested* which gives good ground tor the suspicion that they have 
already arrived at an understanding with the Mullah's headmen at Shimbcrbofris. 
This opinion is generally held by the Isha&k tribes, and even by other sections of the 
Dolbahonta, who express an anxiety in the matter which I cannot but share. 



WITH reference to your telegram No M of the IBth Beeeinocr, i tiave tue 
honour to report that my efforts to iind out to what extent the Ethiopian Government 
recognise thc validity of M. Chefneux^ concession have so far been without success. 

I have told M, Chefneux that the point must bo cleared up before any agreement 
cun be reached with regard to thc purchase of his concession* and asked him whether 
he could obtain n written declaration from the Nagadrus to that effect. la M. 
Chefaeux’s opinion, and I am inclined to agree with him, the decision of the 
Govern meat on this point will depend entirely on the backsheesh which \$ to he 
earned by a declaration for or against the con cession, and lie says openly that be has 
not the means which would enable him to secure a favourable reply from the 
Narad res, and is evidently not prepared to throw away money at present unless h e is 
certain that His Majesty’s Government will take up the matter. He told me that 
the French Mission had not been successful in securing any promise from the 
Government* but that negotiations frith regard to the extension would certainly bo 

renewed before lung. 
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1881 and 1885 it has been found that the treaty with tho G&dabursi tribe,, to which the 
French Government referred in their note of the tflst July last, was not the noMuihod 
agreement with the Esa tribe but an arrfmgfimont made between the Gndabujrai and 
the French consular agont at Samir in 1885, Copy o! a memorandum which h^a 
been prepared in this Department, giving the test of this document and giving an 
account of the negotiation between the two Governments which were proceeding at 
the time, k enclosed herewith. 

As regards the validity of this treaty, I nm to observe that the instrument 
governing the rights of Great Britain and France to protect the tribes in this region is 
neither the French nor the British treaty with the Gadabursi, hut the Anglo-French 
exchange of notes of the 2nd and 9th February, 1888, which lays down the lino 
separating the spheres of inluentaj of the two parties. 

While the exchange <>t notes of 1888 docs not specifically place the Gadabum by 
name under British protection,it will he seen that tin- French Ambassador* in his note 
of the 13th April, 138? t did recognise that the tribe was under British protection, a 
fact which appears to show that tV French Government at that date ruuo&fnwed rite 
Gadoburh as living on the British side of ihe line, which was finally adopted as the 

boundary in the notes exchanged m the following year. 

As regards the I^sa, Sii E. Grey understands that one section ol the tribe* the 
Block E$a, live in French Somalihmd, white a portiou of the White Kau, Including the 
LTgaa, live in Abyssinia, and the rest of the tribe in British Somaliland, sir 11 Grey 
considers that it would be ppe&rablfi not to complicate still further the question under 
disvLLs-mm with the Freudi Govorjnmun. by raising the qin.*lioji of thi*i rShc at. profttinfe 

The draft of a despatch to His Majesty's Ambassador at Paris dealing with 
the points at issue is enclosed,* and 8ir E. Grey would be glad tu learn whether 
Mr. Secretary Uarcourt concurs in its terms. I am to draw attention to the fact, that 
the right, of His Majesty's Government to claim a protectorate over the Undahursu 
depends largely on the geographical situation of the tribe, and lam to on quire whether 
Mr. Hareourt considers that the argument, based on geographical consideration*, k 

free from objection. 

1 am, &c, 

W. LANGLEY. 


b „ been ill uow for & fortftisH ftftd doe. no 8<> 

jsrs«* 

, nr u.i«trt Government am thinking of purebawng 
iat His Majebt> s ^ovcrumL AtH . !J„ them to pronounce it 

-Incur, it U ; while if 

"£t^S rtciw^d ^ipft^ntlv united « *« 
inadvisable (or tho legfttiao to 

that we should wait until t va nwn iudh aattitt 
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No. 1*) 
Telegraphic.) 


Eduard Qtey to $ir U. Rodd. 

(No. 3«.) 

Sir, Foreign OJice, February t, 1914 * 

I HAVE received your Excellency's desiiatch No. 11. Africa, of the 22nd December 
last, reporting on your conversation with Signor Agneoa, respecting the claim* of 
Great Britain and Italy to Lake Tsana in the event of the break-up ot the Abyssinian 
Empire. 

As regards the position under the Tripartite Agreement, I transmit to your 
Excellency herewith tsopy of two memoranda which have bien prepared in this 
Department, From that dated the 25th November it will be seen iliut the division 
of tin? spheres of internet was purposely left in an indefinite condition in 1904, but 
that the Italian Government had already at that time recognised the interests of His 
Majesty's Government as consisting u in possessing control over the watera of that 
river (i.e M Ihe Nile) and its affluents, . . . I also clearly understood at the linio 


E. GKEY 


Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 

Foreign Office , January 1914 . 

toiy Si' E- Grey u> * k f 

the relations between the authorities in 

: 8 <SK; m i n .tion of the correspondence in the years 
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Negotiations were continued with Italy and Quince, Find various modification* were 
introduced regarding British interests in the Nile, but no direct reference was made 
to Lake Tsana. Still, in all the negotiations the interests of Great Britain and Egypt 
in tho basin of the Nile were recognised. In the Italian proposals of the 20th Inly, 
190 t, they referred to these interests as follows, as consisting M in possessing control 
over the waters of that river ancl its affluents* in so tar as it is not injurious to the 
local . , . . interests” 

The mason for Leaving the question in an indefinite condition was explained by 
Lord Lansdowne in Ids conversation with the Italian Ambassador on the 5th October* 
1904, when lie stated that* " I begged him to remember that in tlie proposed article 
wo were neither of us professing to dispose either of the File and its affluents or of 
any interests which Italy might have in Brythrffin and Somaliland, All wo wore 
doing was to place on record that in an eventuality! which I hoped might ho remote, 
viz., the disintegration of the Ethiopian Empire, the two Governments would 
endeavour to arrive at a reasonable arrangeunent in which each side would take into 
consideration certain interests in which the other was peculiarly concerned, When 
the event occurred and we got to close quarters, it would be time enough to consider 
any limitation* which it might he desirable to attach to the bargain.'’ (To Sir R, 
It odd, No. 179, the 5th October, 1904,) 

The French Government at liret were opposed to the establishment of an Italian 
41 territorial connection " between Erythnea and Somaliland, hut tlicy withdrew their 
objections when it was agreed that that connection should lie west of Adia Ababa 

It, W. BRANT. 

A'oFeju&er 25, 1919, 


to be supplied out of the territories included 

dated the 32nd December examines the mean in? of the 
- the protocols of 1801. Copies of the dooumeats 

', in the memorandum are enclosed* and I would draw ‘be 
, Exeellenev to the note addressed to mo by Signor littoni n 
■ 1.0 argument contained in this note Sp!«ars to be 'insed up 
was assigned to France, there would taw been ut 
the proposed territorial connection between the Italian colonies 
east of Adis Abate were assigned to E mime, oodthgecunt. 
- Britain, there would lie no room for tlio oonnectioi 

darired b v the Italian Government. TkUdiM, »" 

obviated by His Majcatea ^ru^t ^reein? that the tore intentloi 


between her colonies, and that this was 

in the British sphere. 

The memorandum 
Tripartite Agreement and its effect on 
to which reference is made 3n ' 

SitHJcial attention of your 
tlio 19th April, 190(5. T 
the fact that, before any sphere 

difficultv in securing 1 
but ihatJl the country 
west of Adis Ababa to Great 
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ATfijarjrnndum dated December 22 


THE protocols of the 21st March and the 15th April, 1891, to which the Italian 
Minister for Foreign A (burs refers, fire the document* which primarily affect the 
present question* they lay down that the meridian 35° cast should he the dividing 
line between the British and Italian spheres; this would certainly place Lake Tsana 
within the Italian .sphere. 

But in the agreement of the 19th December! 1903, which was signed hy the 
British and Italian delegates at home* but suspended in order to obtain the adhesion 
of France, Italy willingly admitted British interests (Signor Tittoni to Sir E. Grey, 
the 19th April, 1900* Confidential (H071), p, 37). 

Article 5 of that agreement waa as follows 

" Tb complete the agreement kid down in the preceding articles, it being also 
necessary not to leave out; of consideration tho possibility of an eventual disintegration 
of tin* Ethiopian Empire* the two Powers engage themselves to act together with the 
following objective 

11 Tlmt any eventual partition of territory shall bo made on the basis of the 
agreements enumerated in article 2 (which included the protocols of 1S91) + but with 
such modifications as in the interests of the one or the other Power may be considered 
necessary for safeguarding the interests of Groat Britain in the Nile basin and. the 

rfflji 


IV tw THnftrtite Treaty of the 12th December, 19Ue t article i* ™ 

1> the I ] i partite L , r- 1 ‘ , _ * ,>- v* _m.ii co-oorratc m maintaining 

ssraSta ssststt <•! <»' 

- rsarsias krtbsu. <——- 

Of the 16th May, 10112, article 3 of which is as follows:— 

^toto tee ta agreement with His Britauuic Majesty's Government 

and the Government of tho Soudan. 

, .. , . , 'i>iu.. T tite Treaty lavs down that " the throe Powers si,ail concert 

together!'.!", the tesis ol ’the agreements enumerated in the above-mentmned article, in 

order to safeguard 

.■ U) The interests of Great Britain and Hgypt in the Nile basin, more especially 
as reminis the regulation of the waters of that river an,! its tribute^*.. 

W Somaliland . . more 

especially wito" S to tlfe hintoSmul of her, possessions and the territorial 
connection between them to the west of Adis Abate. 

This latter stipulation seems to render “ nugatory, or at least to endanger 

ael tyfc teSu» » “^“.WSS£ 5 tt 5 jS^rt 22 

S^s,S.*«5.alM?rS rtmitlS» “* re* - 

Abyssinia without creating the difficulties which Urd Cromer anticipates. 

.. .. ws_ ra u* - Tiltniii. Audi l&i nml S®T ^ Bortio, Nek £49, 


interests of Italy in Ethiopia (having regard to Erythrcea and Somaliland, including 
the ! :■ nadir), and jjurtieularly in the inter veiling /.one between these two Italian 
possession*, with a view to establishing territorial connection between them. 

* l Tho two contracting parties will outer into special agreements for giving practical 
effect to the preceding paragraph should occasion arise.” 

Further on in his letter to Sir K. Grey above alluded to, -Signor Tit tom stated the 
arguments j n favour of tho establishment of tho " territorial connection " between 
the Italian colonies* but he did not say anything which was opposed to the modifica¬ 
tion of the protocols of IS91. 

Thc agreement of l&Ofi was modified* and eventftnHy became dho Tripartite 
Agreement of 19(KJ; in this latter agree men t it was laid down in article 4 that tlio 
three Governments should concert together on the basis of the agreements enumerated 
in article 1 + which included the protocols of 1891, and in article 4 («) it was also 
agreed that M the interests of Great Britain and Egypt in tho Nile basin* more 






















AsjrrtfifWS «ss« .-4* >*>■■ 

stated in pa.sgn.pl> W to hr “ ° ‘ ^ E^h^aad SomcJiland {lucUding 

“ The Intevertg of 11 ?‘? 1 tha hkteiland of her possessions anil 

£SSSiSffl- “»»*• -***“ a „■ a 

Aj licle U Slp»l» tl 'J’; 'j!; ,i y/ir" r ,^*frC l «ToreiAn*> rwioi.oS, bo 

ajgasBfWBstf jaw 

"Ti. .**...*. “rtoSB" »“* a£®|rSE?“* 

railway in KUmpi» f"“ “ * ’ ^ ^ \Zu\m-* through the Italian sphere 

condition* as to competition, a nulway the 1900 agreement. t 

of lbfll. end « Tcn 1 llruu gh j*®***®'!"Qrest Britain anil Italy "'ere tlis|>o«eti. in the 
It would appear, therefore, that l,K ' ,l (r ?",“ the obeerveneo of the protocol- 
urteeme^U of 3wE and 100(5, J&ot to uw»t sir ■ > . gtj .i^j Qi f contract to l-rance, 

i lt#l regarding their“ aB* Ababa, hold, in the friixtrtltc 
Agroen.‘“l > !m/in Urn negotiations laad iinB ^J^.. hU (o , tlle Italian Governm^t 
U, JllSta «S7unable on accent of the protocol* of INI * *«*“ 
control of the waters of Lake Tsana, 
forrign Office, December %% 1 ^ 13 . 


EReinsure in No. I5i 


Memorandum respecting French Protection of the Ga&tbursi: li Treaty of March 25 , 1885- 1:1 

IN 1884 I Ter Majesty's Government were actively engined in concluding 
arrangements with various Somali tribes, including the Gadaburei, with the object of 
precluding the cession of the territories of these tribes to any other Power. The 
Uritisb agreement with the CJadahnrai comprising stipulations respecting commerce, 
slave trade and the non-cession of territory to any Power other than Her Majesty's 
Government! was signed on the lltb December, 1384. 

Tbeee agreements were noli tied to the French Government in April 1S85, it 
having become known that M. Henri, the French consular agent at Zcyb, was taking 
some of these tribes under the protection of France, 

k'tt of the arrangement ooneermng the protection of the Gadahurai by the 
French, which was not communicated to Her Majesty's .Government by the French 
Government till February 1887, is as follows;— 


Hit Edicard Grey to Sir F. Bertie. 

Foreign Office, February 0, IR14- 

the OpbmW Offlct -*« 

™«tani th« right tt> exercise protection over the tnbe. i 

■ tetoS g^ CS& ^BI 

!d the At out to «.e 1-roech Government 

request ttalyou wi l’*’ 1 U protection over the tribes in 

Jrilain end France to exuc.ro [ » ‘ , s w ; tll tl|C 

! « Hne between the British and French spheres ol 

i down - I .French Gororin j hi' that, during 

noy ahonld tvtio rain ci the irtnw « QB th# 13th April, 

^"vodtulbeB^ilh 'iide rf tb.3to**tterward« adopted 

eh statement that the supplies of enns owned by tho trib« 6 # 

_ . h(1 isSll[ . 0 r arms ami ammunition by the iinCian. wwnia 
ftAined that the total nnmW of mhim issued to the BftiA 
" 1 ,.!: r titan S.0OP, and that these arms are all of 

.nmunrs G f French make have tWff boon pufehased 

F^nch nmmnnitmn for the Grayiflo h<* ^ 
j Somali uitui- r ^ ' h th<n British troops wen- 

the vev*M' tl.«t -it the time ^ the Mullah 

frier a certain n ^ ,_ Un allowed to retain them 


Letter from the (htg&Ue of Qadi Bovtm, N>mr Rot/le, to M. Henry , Consuhr Agent 

at /jtom/r, Zeytct. 

(Truduotinn da Tarahu). 

"Nous nous disortB, nous Ougasso Nmir Robld, cheik dc tout la centime dcs 
Gadi-BouratP, et tons tea chefa ho treuvant aur notre territoire, noua vou« infonnnns 
que do mon jj^rc et de laiui grand-pfere, je aiais chdk dea chefs w: trouvanfc kht le 
Uinftntre «itier de* GadUBouwis et toutes mea Iribua me rt-connnifmrnt comme tel, 
depuis )f:s temps ten pjua recuitis jusqu’ii luijoiird'liui. Implement les terres 
m'appurtciiant jtont rccontuira comma run propritit£ Mouveniinu dcpuiB Amvra 
lldlo jiimjuh'i Stelwh-li depute 8elinh-li jtiaqu^st CimlaEigaruta^ leitrf'Tnc 
I in Lite pn v K do Zey lah ( et met et mem peuplc nous Koininca tons entifrrement 
conaentanU outre ec qui a 6tA convtiim notiv. el je suis ttb* heureux <le la voir dan** 
c(jh umtimcnti-lh, et le hut deectte lotlro csl jwmr faire aavoir qtu? avous ent^sndu 
dire qua 1c nommiS filurd a Unit $tre nomimi par k-s Anglais Gugasno <lea Gadi-Boiirsi^, 
et nous, cheik et chefs tlu ]>ays, nous no srimmes pfls Jl la nomination du 

nomm^ I5lnr6 i-n quality d'Ougaut; du reste, noua avon» au notnhre do noiXante- 

dix r^olnmfer contrc cat acto aupeto d K AH Podia Itcdouini j nous no reconnaisuoiui 
comme Ougrisw! dea Gudiditnirateque POugnsfC Nour Jtohld, dtiiut, Ini, par *e» luesiu* 
ct do pfcn: cn fils, Ougasae dos Gadi-MoutHis, et si Nour llohl^ vcnait il mourir, eu 
yoruit wiiri flk qui iui sucdSderait, ear nous ne cunacntfriima jamais ft neconnattre Elurd 
qni a M c\mn*6 dc parmi noua i ton let las tribus sont, du tmte t IrriUSea contre Iui; 
noui wivdrm tn^s hied que ks Anglais voulu He nommer pour prendre notre pays do 
force, 

[1087] E 
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« A Zcytah on a pris ten* lea portcfnix Gadi-Bourria et Eos Anglais leaf out 
dit qu'feturiS 6telt leur Ougiuise, et nous, lea vrais chefs du pays, nous sommes 
dans l'in td rieur. la ville de Zeykh boos dtent ferttke, et parmi mm am MQt 
ii Zevlah et auxquela lea Anglais out vouiu fairc T<iOt>n.TTJai(r<■ Elan? com mu 
Ougnsse, il n'y n pas un soul chef de tribu ties Gadi*Boursiii, et pour octfe cause nous 
nous sommea tous r£unis et a 7 eras d4o£d& ensemble que L&dite lettre qui vous est 
envoy <5c vous dunum tie poor notre pays, pour Eos chefs et tons no* snyM la protec¬ 
tion fronj^iw, niin qu'clle nous garde centre Jl-s mauVni* proc&lik des Anglais, et \tour 
quo nous soyous protfig&et tianquilles oheramous * et si Ic Gouvernement tran^ais veut 
bien agrdor ran lettre, nous sammea prete, sur un raot de la France a nous rentin’ 
aupr^s de vous pour prendre la protection. SeuEement, en attendant, enYOyes^nous un 
dmpeau francais et le lUksessairc jusqifit ee quo none allions vou? tranver, paroe qua 
Ce moment-la nous fturons in route ouveft* nt le pays sera tranquil a notro cgnrd, ear 
les nouveaux Gfauveriieroenta qui so aunt installs no nous diront rien; et nous 
vlcndrous vous trouvor fk pled et & ckeval, et nous* tin rote nr, hou* soubuituns out: la 
OouTOrneDiorit. IrAujais dcvi^uncs ^r^d } noiua Lsiderons ^ do v^nir ^ninu duns 

c« pays. 

“ Pait h Zeylnh, le 9 djemmad, 1802 (25 mans, 1865). 

“ L'Ougiusse des Gadi-Boiirsisi 

|f Noun, RoBLk 

B+ Chefs de Tribe;: 

" Eoufe All 
“ Mounj-BouooaA 
" Ohsjk Giteddl 
11 Faii ah Boheii. 

** Co E LK Do OB. 
fi Yakoub Abdi Aden. 

11 IsToim Fabourit, 
s* Faiub All 

u GUELU ClIERNAr 

1£ Fakah On Ait 
" GuELifiJL FaATAB. 

11 lujunra 4 Llrot + 

" Gurlli RomJi 
“ BoBiA AFDEIDDl 
** Fakuk Gabohua." 

The purport of this arrangemeat was, however, known ro Her Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment in 1885; it was also known that the British authorities on the Somali Const 
were of opinion that some of the signatures were fraudulent, that others were those 
of persons who had no right bo make an engagement on behalf of tho * : nda bund, and 
that the document itself contained errors as to the form of government under which 
the Gadabursi lived and as to the limits of their country. 

At tills time, the document not having been communicated to Her Majesty^ 
Government by the French Government, no attempt was made to contest Its validity 
in any of these prticnl&rs, but Her Majesty's representative at Paris was Instructed 
to request the French Government to disavow the proceedings of Vi, Henri in m> far 
as they were at variance with the claims of Her Majesty's Government in these 
regions This request was not complied with* hut in October the dispute, locally, 
became so acute that both the British and French Governments issued instructions Lo 
their naval and consular officers on the Smuali Coast to take no steps relative to the 
disputed protectorate pending' discussion by the two Governments. 

In January 18hd the French Government made a formal proposal fur the 
appointment of a joint commission to suttle the whole question at issue, but Her 
Majesty's Government replied that they could act ngn* to the proposed course, and 
they siiggcstwl that the clocuincnts which were alleged to support the French 
contentions, liaaed upon M* Henri's proceedings should he communicated to them by 
the French Government 

On the 2nd February, 1887, these documents were communicated. 

In a despatch to Lord Lyon* dated the 12th FeE>runry, l^ord Salisbury mentioned 
that VI, Wadding ton had told him that the French Government had hitherto acted 
on the treaties which hud been sent homo to them by M, Henri, the value of which 
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treatii^ would bo a fitting matter for examination and discussion. Lord ^ntiBbary 
and Vi. Waddington were at this time engaged in a private discussion as to the limits 
of the British and French spheres in the Somali country. The question of tho 
validity of M + Henri's treaties was probably discussed, aa had been suggested, but 
there is nothing to show the views taken in this resjxxJt, beyond the fact that the 
conversations resulted in agreement that—■ 

“ Lea protectorate escrcfe ou h exerecr resnectivcment par la France ct 
1'Auglnterre so rout f^[jarda i>ar une Eigne tirdo du Lins Djehoutil sur la c6te ii la ville 
de Harrnr, dans rint^rieur. . , * , 

fl Lo Grmvernement de la rdpuhliquc reoonnalt lo protectorat do I'Angletcrre 
sur la cflto i Test du Etrfis Djchoutll jusqu'^t Bonder Gon ainsi que sur los tribus 
aituees h I’est d« la llgne ct-dessus, notampnent sur les tribus de* Gadi-Bourti et des 
Gihrils-Abokors, , . . + 

41 Lo Gouvemement do Sa Alajeste brltannique s’engngo it traitor aveo 
bienvoillanee let* chefs ou membres des tribus, pkajfesd esormaie sons son protootcrat, 
qui awient pr^demmont adopte lo protectorat fnmgais.’ 1 (M. Waddiugton to 
Lord Salisbury the lUth April, IS87.) 

This relinquishment of the French claim baaed upon the arrangement of the 
25th March* 188,5, to protect the Gadabum tribe was considered satisfactory by 
Her Majesty's Government, It should, however, be remarked that the Inst sentence 
quoted does not suggest the essential invalidity of the document which inflected that 
arrangement. 

After this agreement had been reached between Lord Salisbury and 
M. Haddington, the French Government desired the insertion of some changes 
in the text. The final form the agreement cook was the exchange of notes 
(February 2nd, 9th, 1886), these notes are printed in Map of Africa by Treaty," 
pp, 728-726, 

R C. DICKIE. 

Dernier 30, 1013. 


Mr. Dodds to Sir Edward f?r£y t — (Received February 7.) 

(No. 5.) 

Sir, Adi» Ababa, January 18, 1914 k, 

] HAVE the honour to report that M. Schwimmer, Austrian honorary consul, is 
leaving Adis Ababa immediately tor Austria, He will be accompanied by an 
Abyssinian mission, consisting of four young Abyssinian* under the leadership of 
Gauinsmatch Tuwima Gaajsmu, a man of about fifty years of age. One of the younger 
members ia Lij BaJli* nephew of Lij Yeisu. 

According to M. Scnwimmer, the deputation are proceeding to Austria with the 
object of conveying the rasped* of the Abyssinian Government to his Emperor. 
M* Mchwimmer hna said that the deputation w ill visit no other country, with the 
possible exception of Greece. 

M. Hchwimmer’ft voluminous telegrams, referred to in Mr. Thesiger's despatch 
No, 78, can, \ think, new be explained. It is now a matter of common knowledge 
that the Abyssinian Government Eiavc been negotiating with M- Schwimmer for the 
supply of 100 cannons from his country. It appears that the Abyssinian Government 
are desirous of obtaining these cannons on easy terms of payment, and with this 
object in view are now sending the deputation in order to come to some satisfactory 
arrangement (Eirough the agency nf l£ Schwlmmer 

M. Bchwimmer may have other schemes in hand, as suggested in Mr. Thesiger's 
despatch already quoted, hut I have so Lir been unable to find confirmation of these 
reports. 

I have, Ac. 

J. H. DODD&, 




















* 



.\fr, froddi to Sir Edward Grey .—(Efceirffd February 7*) 

0b° ^ Aiii* Mibalfa, January 18,1914. 

I HAVE the honour to report that during a con variation I had recently with 

Herr von Sy burg he showed mo a copy of a letter, written by General tarn in to his 

agent, ST ftobi&r, at Adis Ababa, which had come inti his possession 

A copy of this letter, which Herr von Syburg permitted me to UC^ I enclose 

T Gcnend Famm, it will be remembered, visited this country some months n^o in 

uonnection with the affaire of the French railway* 

j[ t Pascal referred to ns a member of one of the groups was the former Governor 

of the French SoftiaJiland Coast, ^ , ._ . 

Although tliu cfspy of the letter in Herr von SyburgB possession was unsigned 

mid the name of the addressee was omitted,! have no reason to doubt the gfcnumcnes* 

of the document* The omissions were in all probability made by Herr von syhurg 

li iinst-1 f 

The letter speaks foT itself and gives one little hojje that the french hate any 

idea of relaxing their acthritv in the arms traffic with this country. 

I have, Ac. 

J. H. PODD9. 
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No. 10. 


Viicount Kitchener to Sir Edward Grey. —{Rcccieed February 12.) 

(.No* 5*) 

(Telegraphic.) Oa,+ro t February 12, 1914. 

10UR telegram No. 4 of the 6tb February. 

I have dincusaod Chefneux's concession with Doughty-Wylie. We consider the 
document so doubtful mi asset tlmt it ia in any case hardly worth while spending 
money upon. It would hardly be a paying proposition for a French company, working 
ae an Abyssinian company (the French Government being debarred from direct 
action), to take up railway extension west of Adis Ababa to Jumna, and if the line 
were pushed on from there it would be entirely en Vair without, previous agreement 
with 11B, 

We do not want to construct the line west of Adi a A bn l hi ourselves, and therefore 
au arrangement with CWneux, were it carried out, would only be with the object of 
stopping all railway construction in that region. We do not think that this is worth 
paying money for. 


[7288] 


(No. 4) 
(Telegn 


No. 17, 

,Vr, Dodda to Sir Edward Grey, — (It revived February 17.) 


(Tckgrapbio.) Adit Ahi'iNr, February 1(5, 1914. 

1 ROUBLE broke 1 out again in I’igre. Gabra Silaase now regarded as rebel and is 
opposed by Sibfct, No lighting has yet taken place. Italian Minister, who is in close 
touch with situation, considers it serious, us action on part of Goverimmut would raise 
Tigre against Shoe* His advice and assistance have been asked by Abyssinian 
Government. They have requested him to use his influence with these chiefs, with 
whom ho is in direct telephonic communication, lie advises against Government 
interfering at present. I am keeping in close touch with Italian Minister, and will 
telegraph progress of event. Although situation gives cause for anxiety, there 
is no reason to suppose that peaceful termination will not be reached. 
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Colonial Office to Foreign Office:—(Received February 18.) 


Sir, frowning Street, February 17, 1914. 

I AM directed by Mr. Secretary Harcourt to transmit to you, to he ]aid before 
Secretary Sir F. Grey, the accompanying copy of a telegram relating to the military 
operations which arc being carried out in the north-eastern district of the hast Africa 
Protectorate against the March an tribe 

2. Mr, Harcourt is asking the local authorities for further information, but in the 
meantime bn would be much obliged if Sir E. Grey could ascertain from the Soudan 
Government whether, in the event of its being considered desirable to send the Camel 
Corps company referred to in the latter part of the telegram, it could bo obtained 
from the Soudan, and, if so, how booh it could start after the notification had I wen 
received by the Soudan Government that it was actually required. 

I am, &c. 

(Fur the Uadcr-Secrctary of State), 

H> J* READ. 


Enclosure in No. IS. 

Deputy Governor of thr Ea,-t jifrim Protectorate to .Hr. Harcourt. 


enemy s iwree lu*vu ueeu mLiuuM> mjpeiessiy u tuner-esumaceo, ana requests untneaxte 
despatch of three Uganda compaiues and one company of 1st battalion King's 
African Rifles from Nairobi. Am arranging for this, and I am asking Zanzibar 

[1687] " F 


traphie,) [/jfrerierd Colonial Office, February lfl, 1014,' 

illATIAM reports from Serenli I Hat numbers, armament, and spirit of 
f* force have been hitherto hopelessly under-estimated, and requests imtnrd:^ te 


b 


K 


























Enclosure in No, 21 


to sentl one comply XM» t££*« £«-»•£ 
Gravity of MtuatioTi Vta^i a Eiflcs at Garraheharc. "t 

sss*®*5 “fj'jc'sr^rv 

tilt 15th May, w& oan ^ diSbs&ty in obtaini. 

Ward* and l recommend that, "b_ 1 “ ith ^tablishmea 

Jubaltiad. transport camel ^PJj^uC lirftlv a TO :u ,ks that three 

he sent at ones from India * ‘ *. he despntebei 

officers from England fWMaBiMSW 
Owing to urgent necessity for mou^troopa im u . ^ 0 bta 

Wari strong ty nd j °“^. c ^tboiisad Ward to engage < 

failing that, Somaliland- ... , Sanction rcuncstml t( 

H>» X*£l2&£ ^ 

$*>soldiers for antj military situation. G* 

bww»t- Aan,iral CsrL ' statitm 

African waters. _ 


A/r. /JodtA? to Abyssinian Minister for Foreign A {fit it it. 

Your Excellency. Adit Ababa, January 27* I&I4. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that in consequence of the attitude of the 
Abyssinian Government in refusing to consider the rectification of the Abyssinian 
East African frontier as suggested by the British Government fw the best and only 
solution to end the state of Uwlc^srioss which bus existed on that frontier for somu 
time* odd so to remove tine source of danger which has thus sprung tip to injure the 
good feeling and great friendship which has always existed between Great Britain and 
Abyssinia* 1 have been instructed by my Government to make this claim for 
150*000 dollars as compensation for the killing of Captain Aylmer and the wounding 
of Lieutenant Jones, which have occurred as a result of such lawlessness. 

I shall be glad to receive an answer to this claim from your Government at their 
earliest convenience. 

1 hope that you are now thoroughly recovered in health, 

I have* <&c. 

J. JL DODDS, 


Ho- 19. 

Afr. Dodd* to Sir Edward Grey. -{Beeaittd February 10.) 

} Adie Ahah<i, February 1& - 1914 - 

^pbic.) Unrram No 4 0 f icth February, situation more hopetuL 

282 ^ Gabra Si,i,SSH pr<Kni * ias t0 cotne 
It is hoped that Si bat will come ako + ___ _ 


A/r, Dodds to Sir Edward Grey, — (Rcteivcd February 2i. J 

graphic } R. Adis Ababa, February 24* 1914, 

GABRA SILASSE is on his way to Adis Aliaba, and Si bat and Siyourn have 
ordered to follow. Unless an unforeseen circumstance occur?!, no further trouble 
ticipated. 

Cairo and Khartoum informed. 


Sir Edtrard Grey to Mr. Dodds. 

No, 17.) 

hfj Foreign Qjfict, February 2d* 1914, 

H ITU reference to Mr, Thesiger's despatch No. 8 of the 24th ultimo, reepEiotin 
he possibility of effecting an exchange of territory in Africa by which Irene 
ioniutihnd would be brought under British control* i Slave to inform you that th: 
uggestiou has received careful consideration, hut that it does not commend itsdf t 
[is Ala jetty's Government, 

I am, &c. 

E* OBEY. 


No. 21 * 

Mr. Dodd* to Sir Bdvatd Grey.-iHe"'™* ***** 2l ) 

Adi* Ababa. January SO,, 181 *. 

lie honour to •oknwM* *• Sbto 

,1913, and in reply to inform you- a m enable to 

maunced the death of lung AVndniu Government to agree to 

vou Instruct to further mduoe the - ' rwtillcaLiow of th. 

/His Majesty's Government with regard to tiw 

have not overlooked, and 1 «baU make use of it as sno. 

at nnnounoament of Monelik's deul'i a“'s I>ossl le. no t ye 

,o doubt that King M*n*k is dead, hut the l.ovcrnmrn 

rive the fact official atinoUDcem^iit^ VhMlflWf** dwWtcl 

sa,.iS, jgar^g.’ssaa ss 

rri™ STtSSS lw—»>—• • •* * •“* 


1/r. Dodds to Sir Fdarard Grey,—[Received Mardt L) 

N'o. S.) 

rdegraphic,) R Adis Ababa, February 23, 1914. 

SrBAT entered Bila&ao^ country and intercepted the latte rn march to Adi* 
hubu, A light endued* in which Si bat wag defeated* mid it in reported’ but not 
Nufirmod, thru Sibat wua taken prisoner, and that Silasse is bringing him to Adis 
baba. 

Cannot foretell yet the effect of this. 


-i 
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So. 25. 

+ tQ S%r Bduwird Grey „~(^f^ii ’cd M&Tch I*) 
llrv^'i . , . . Adit A pais, March 1, 1914. 

; “ y „ tele ?™“ N ?‘ 8 of 2Stl. Kobruary, SiW gsinfld decisive 

oii^Ftt mmself find stsvoirftj ntiir j*6lb£ioius B 


1 HAVE the honour to report that Mr, Mayer visited j 
my attention to the fact that while he was prevented by Mr, r 
Iffl cannons last year for the Abyssinian Government, no ol 
railed to the importation of cannons as well us rifles by M. S' 

consul. 

He said that he wna now protecting against thm unequi 
hia own behalf, but on the behalf of all those persons in 

interested in the arms truffle. 

On referring to Mr. Thesiger's ilea patch No. 39 of tht 

Mr, Mover’s statement to he correct. 

Meyer vrent on to say that by dropping his contra 
AhyiwiiniatL Government to obtain the cannons in 19X3 hi 
maMntg much money, and that if M. Sohwitomer was pern 
cannons now ho considered he hail a just claim for eompen 
Government, which he intended to pursue. 

From Count Colli 1 learn that Meyer was in jjartnershi 
the deni in 1913 which was frustrated by this legation- Dm 
is natural that Meyer is incensed that Sdiwimmer shout 
the present negotiations. For this reason probably he gav 
M. Schwiminer'ft mission to Austria, w hich arc to obtain 1W 
5 l),lXKi rifles, as well as 1 general and 0 officer for the pi 
Abessininn army in the use of the cannon Insides c 
il/Schwimmer has received an advance of bne year's pay f 
well as an advance on the cost of the cannons and u lid Is. 

Meyer say* that both Lij Yasn ami the Nagadtne Dai 
him thfit the British Government have raised no objection 
wmiK>n*. the raistm being that the contract is held by the i 


, No. 20. 

j -’jv H* ft add to Sir Edward Grey 


(Received March 3.) 

xT Home, March 3, 1914. 

-No. 9 and Mr. Dodds' telegram No. 7 of 

news that lighting has already begun in 
i by Gabrn Si lasso. lie suggests metnicEiong 
ent Powers to concert together as to heir 


No. £7. 

Dedd-tt to Sir Edward Grey 

No, 10.) 9 

Telegraphic.) ft, 

UORHECTrOlf ; Sibat threatened Arina, 
jU^iko on the 25th February 


,—(Received March 5,) 

Adu Abatja., March 3, 1914, 

t ,., Sdwm returned and mot him cast of 

feibat and Ins two nous were killed. Now Skoum has 
is opposing SiW three hours south of Ma. Fight 

W^ - h,J - ,g ( " 0v ™ G[lt hj r fieot orci(irri fc ™ er to attack, 
S & a now } ™ n ° rdered * advance, but cannot, 

tl L !d d * y *' Cj|,11}fir ] * *0 work in concert from the south. 


As prwminhly the new regulation Lor the control ol W 1 B arms mj c in rreuuu 

SomaliUrjtl (forwarded under your No. 3 of the 8 tb January, ty \ i ) u '!. l / i l t£LVt ’ ™, mit 
into force before M. SohwfeittneFs return, lu: will experience no difficulty in puetng 

his arms through Jibuti. . __ _ . , 

I cannot myself see that the objections raised by Mr. 1 hcaiger to the introduction* 

of arms, in hia despatch already referred to, have boon in any way .""E!?? 3 . , A 
French guarantee of reformation maybe well meant in Feris, hut I have litilu h'-ipe 
t.liat it would be properly enforced by the French officials in Somaliland or Abyssinia. 
The Abvssiiuan methods of checking the illicit traffic are na lax as 4 ‘ vo f‘ . 
sales continue* although the restrictions oxisting at Jibuti have increased the cost 

of arms, A Gras rifle now sells for 03 dollars in Adis Ababa. 

Another light on this question presents itself to mo: Austrias oh]eel may be a 
purely monov-making one, hut on the other hand she may have some idea Ol using 
tills means of training the Abyssinian army as a step to initiate a cl.um m Abyssinia 
in anticipation of the time w hen the partition of the country takes place. 

1 urn addressing a copy of this despatch to Lord Ivitchctier, 

* I have, &e. 

J. fl. DODDS. 

F.tl—Since writing the foregoing l learn, on the best authoritjyr that the Nagadnts 
negotiated a lean of 125,000 dollar* with the Jfenk of Abyssinia on behalf of the 
Govern incut, which sum was given to M. Schwimmeraa an advance on the caiumns 
and officers' pay. A similar sum was promised to M. Sohwimmer on his arrival in 

Viemm. j. H , ^ 


IM^^I No, £9. 

j y Sir £du?anl Grey to M Tt Dodd* 

(Telegraphic} R. For 

yOUE telegram Ko. 9 of 1st March. 

In ftny stems which may ho necessary you should set ii 
md miiati coUeaimes* 


LWWJ Nft. 30, 

jj ^ to Sir Edward iirey . —{ h'ccta xW Marcft C. 

, MuMd* 

olYOLM Jijir defeated Nlrv-jec, letter escaped and, with a JiaEv 

making for a fortress near Adua. The advance of Walda Giorgis of 

the Government Mem suspicious, hm been again countermanrierl ’ 
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(Rrcrisrd Marsh 7.) 

Rome, Marsh 3, 1014* 
vg of the 25th ultimo, I have the honour 
ntly received similar information with 
to “Vienna, which w<sre to 
(l also to obtain from the 
Hies Abysm man nrmy. 
Ambtvttdor at Vienna was 
hope Unit M, Bs'liwimmor would not 

it* effect that, *0 far fin the military 
i (itiviimmoot will refuse to entertain 

n, however, Count Berditohl token the 
It, and that ho is not in n, position to 


Sir fi, Rodd to Bk Kdieard Grey 

(No. 80.) 

WITH reference to your despatch No 
to report that the Italian Government have reee 
regard to the real objeota of M BtdiwimmoFa journey 
arrange for the purotowe of field mine for Abyssu— ■» 
Austro- 1lunarian rjiwemmont military inatruotors 

Upon the receipt of this information the Italian 
instructed to make enquiries and to express the 1 th < 
receive 

A telegraph* 0 reply has h 
instructors nre concerned* the 
the proposal. As regard* the 
viiuv that this is purely a com 
intervene. - ■ 


h\ht, ahstauual from seeing Signor Agne» again. But 1 hod at our first zneutltiir 
ted, that he should let rm> HCC the reports from Signor Pmmi of roimnsultohA 
with Lord L&usdownc to which he had referred, in nupport of the contention that n 
claim on our part to the eventual territorial poN^sion of Lake Tsana* in the event of 
a break up of (he Abyssinian hlmpire, had ntipri-ed iln- I tel bin (tovcrmiM-nt To-dav 
: rtm * rt ‘I him chat lie had not yet shown me any such document.*, and asked him 
“ , ] ! wl P J - T Ir "I 'fly papers tor me* Signor Agnate i» now at the Ministry of the 
t w j Jfd “W lhl|t ih(m document* were at the Hlnlatry of Foreign Affairs mid 
ta had to obtain the MinLter'santhorionOon. He would do m, and bit quite agreed 
trial it would host servo our purple to show one another* without reserve, all the 
evidence nn wbicli fur respective standpoint* wore luiseil. In tin- nn-rutiimc h*i< did 
|jrht vnrry (he djtfcugsion further, but Signor Agmwa oboervod that ho tliought, when 
w« wore dealing with tin* particular matter, it might be of advantage to examine the 
whole question of nn eventual definition of nphcrw not only in the neighbourhood of 
Lake I»ann but to the south of Abyssinia also. 

Tin* suggestion of hk prompt* mu iff invito your attention once more to Lord 
Kiidmrier s despatch No. 12, Africa* nf the 2!Hh May, 1913, copy of which was 
forwarded to me m your despatch No. 22, Africa* of the flth ltecemlwr last for mv 
vuidauee. A glance at the map which accompanied Lord K ifcclienw'B despatch show* 
that* in addition to the largo arm of whai is now Abyssinia toward* the west and tlic 
Nile ms,n, which ho has marked out as tlio hinterland of the Angb>-Kgyplum Moudan 
a still larger area is earmarked as tlm hinterland of British JW Africa, and white it 
narrow rfhp ■* dwenbod m the " Italian right of way," all idea (J f territorial QWteettM 
hlJ ' * tn ' H LryllniMi arid ftnlian Somalilmid is dtemtased. the Jssifirtu hbih-riniui it. 


RRNNELL ROUD 


{RectUftd March 14.) 

Adit Abate, February 1£, 191L 
statement that tho conditions with regard to tins illicit arms 
french Somaliland have in no way changed since 

,1 have the honour to inform you 
endian, thu interpreter to the American 1 legation, that 
mouth he found that no difficulty* edited in the 
ilnotJ to AhysNinift, IT” JiinMndf whs in need of four 
to a friend, ooo It, Vorpcrian, an Armoulsin tnul('v at 
applied to the Governor for a permit hi export twelve 
mis granted* Beluiesniilian got Isis foEii‘ w(«i|jon.N, and 

~ .I* SHF 1 __i 1 I_- - 


Mr, Dodds to Sir Edward Grey 

(No. 17.) 

Sir, 

IN support of my 
traffic Id this Cfounti_ 

Mr* Thesiger wrote his despatch No, of last year* 
that 1 learn From Mr, S* Bui me 
ivhirii he vir[i/:d Jibuti laet 
ejf]x>rtation of arm* freim that 
rifles* and tor those ho applied 
Jibuti. Vorperian thoruttpen 
rifles to Abyisinia, which i 
Vorpi-rian sent thu rornuining e 
Behnesnritlan also told mi 
rides at Jibuti on a doetoraH 
ohtnlnml them without trouble* These rifles arc 
convenient [dace along the I rotioh iSkunali consL mu 
Abywiaiu TWi method of the illicit trade has Jn 
now to show that no Improvement in thu »uperriai« 
srjiic til French art^Limiseus t 4 > tho contrary. 

BflhnoainHiftii further tolls mo 'hat beside* perf 
American legation ho U engaged in commerce m A 
tfoun* trhloU are managed by Ins brother* At tliet 

Abyaainlurt soldiery, mid oven some nf tho chiefs, . 

mjcouiii. Li j Bayonoa, the now Minister for Foil* and L l clflgro E dia. rnnmily sent four 

rifle* for d i* pswftl, . _ t , , n, . 

1 hi^ hiIupw* that ilie Aliyssinim, (Jepvernmont are taking no stops ni ml to siup tiie 

Illicit trade, In ipito of thuir pwtestotltm* of reform in thto rwpeot. 

U ndor tho dwwmttanow 1 doubt tim sincitrity »f tlio French Government in their 
promised reforms and tho oflkbney of the now regulation* forwarded under cover of 
L,n- \- e ,, jins of e he 7 th January. In blunt JatioiLage* it Is unlikely that tlie f rench 
ollleial*InftajiflUland will take stops to cheek the illicit arms trnlTto when Ihoy am 

« Unlnir tbfliT pockats 1 * by U» moan*, . 

I’hti Ahyssjiilftn GoviBKmimt liavo proved thittUMdvOi both unwilling and umiblo 

to stop tlu) trade. 1 

(inr e(tort* to liersumlc tho French and Aby.an OoTOrnmcnt* to control the 

arm* trade in a proper manner have met with failure, hut wo can at lua*t protest 

Against the importation of arms and munitions of war by Austria* lumotJ my reefom- 

meuil'ition that inch a protest should bo made to tho Austrian Gnveraracnt against 


t 


T 


























Enclosure in No, 36 


the importation of 100 cannons, 260,000 shells, 150,000 rifles by M. Schwimracr, the 
Austrian consul. 

1 Eirn addressing a copy of tills despatch to ilia Rri tannic Majesty's Commissioner 
Of Briliak ftomnlihuid. 


been introduced into 


LARGE quantities of arma have in reocot years 
irregular mean*, and hare in many eases subsequently found that way into the 
Jtands of the adherents of tho Somali Mullah iu>d other natives of the surrounding 
territorii'v. This has a disturbing effect on the peace of British Somaliland and tho 

other neighbouring British possessions. , * , 

The French Government have recently expressed their intention of introducing 
new reflations governing the importation of ammunition and arms through Jibuti, 
and it is hoped that when these regulations have been brought into operation it win 
be found possible to control the sources from which the disorderly elements of tbo 

Eaat African population* draw their supplies of arms. . .* , 

A report bus, however, reached tho vara of If iw Majesty r Government that 
tf. Schwimmer. tho Austro-II ungariun honorary consul in Adis Ababa, is endeavour- 
ing to obtain a concession from the Abyssinian Government for the rearming of thmr 
army with MwmUote rifles and for supplying them with quick-firing guns. 

Hie Majesty's Government are naturally interested in such a scheme, and would 
be glml to receive any information on the subject which the Austro-Hungarian 

Government may be in a position to give them. 

Vienna. February 10,1914, 


J, H, GOLDS 


Mr, Dodd* to Sir Edivard Grey,—(liiccimd March 14.) 

m. is.) 

(TaWrephic,) R. Adi* A baba, March 13, 1914. 

THE pretence of Urge numbers of AbysKinian troops on Erylhreau border ban 
cauiicd much anxiety in that colony. The Italian Minister tells me tbit he hay been 
able to persuade tLue Erythrean authorities and bin Government that the [areawoco of 
uroopia i* duo solely to internal troubles, and the suggested reinforcement of 
Erythrean garrisons ju quite unnecessary, Lij Yaeu assures me that he is not leaving 


[11510] No. 36, 

Sir M. dr liunsen to Sir Eiittard Grey*—(Received March hi.) 

{No, 49,) 

^ ^ Firmra, Marck 9, 1914 

AFTER receiving your despatch No. 9 of the 27th January, on the subject o: 
supposed Abyssinian 


Sir Af. de flmum to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received March 16.) 

Vienna, March 12, 1914, 

aNreuco to my despatch No. h) of the 9th March, I have the honour to 
Dcordiug to further in format ion gathered by the military attache to His 
hflBHV from his Italian colleague the Ahysstnian mission now at Vienna 
aftirf‘rA.1 j/miH from the Austfo-IIuntfiirian Wnr Oilltsc. I ho gnus an, o 


i design to purchase rides in this country through the agency of 

M. Scliwimmer.au Austrian subject living iu Abyssinia, J left with Count Berditold 
{on the lOtli February) a memorandum calling his attention to the matter, and 
explaining the interest of 11i* Majesty's Government in tho limitation of the arms 
traffic in lhe region in question, A copy of the memorandum is enclosed. 

■Sulsequent reports from Hi* Majesty's reprosentellvc in Ahyminia pointed to the 
probability that the contemplated orders were for caution and not for am nil arms. 
In these ctreuinstances 1 did not think it [Ic^imble to pres* for mi answer to my 
memorandum, to which Count Hcrehtold demurred somewhat when 1 handed it to 
him. lie did not deem to understand our reasons for enquiring concerning an 
Austrian arms contract. I said if lie would kindly read the memorandum, and 
consider the position of Abywinia in relation to neighbouring British poetesstons and 
spheres of iiiiucace, ho would realise lion natural it, wm wo should dtsjre to check the 
importation Of arms into regions whence they would easily he parsed ou to hostile 
native tribes. 

Si nee my interview with Count Ikdrchtohl a parly of Abysamians have arrived in 
Vicuna* i believe Jive in number* and taken rooms at tho imperial Hutch The Italian 
Bmbaoy are interested in their movements for the name reawn as ourselves. 
Sir r l homos Cuainghamo, military attache linn been making enquiries concern lug their 

- ~ jmnim.n* have been received by the Emperor at 

ie Archduke* Franz Ferdinand and Leopold Salvator 

l over certain 


49] N o. 3-8. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr, Dadds. 

^ Porfijn G^ic*t March Id, 1914. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. i i of flic 1 tth ultimo, I transmit to you 
withe copy of a dispatch from His Majesty's Ambassador at Jiomc^ reporlmg 
vault or certain representations. made by the I toll an Government at Vienna on 
abject of M, Schwimmc/t journey to that place with the object of arranging for 
mrlilli® of liL'Ui iijims for AliyHsinifl, and of ohtaiiung from tho Austro. iLuusiirmii 
irnmeat milliajy instructore f 0 i“ the Abysjiman army. , . 

In view of the reply returned to the Italian representation* by the Austro- 

until. I do net propose to toke any furiher stops at t i curia with w 


movements, and learns that tho Aby 

Schrhihmnn. and presented to ti ... .. ___ __ 

(the latter being inspector of artillery)* that they have been taken 
factories, have had interview* with the War Minister and with Uie Chief of the 
General Stall, have been shown the Jiving field at Wiener Nauatadt, and Jlavo attended 
small exercise* by a mixed force. The Dalian military a I tee lu; under steed* that they 
Imve COuie to buy gun* or rifies, but that so 1‘ar uo business has been transacted, 
M. Schwirumer is said also to be hi Vienna. 

Tin- Ministry for Foreign Aft air* now informs me, in a rather curt note dated 
the 7th March, that neither " Manalicher rifles nor quick Miring guns have been 
bought in Austria*Hungary on behalf of the Abyssinian Government,’' 

I have, Ac. 

MAURICE DE BUNSEN* 


li. G REV 


No* 39* 

jjjr Edward Grey to FiwawiC Kitchener, 

Foreign Office* March 20, 1914. 

> your despatch No, 12, Africa, of iho 29th May hwt, and to 
lion the efToct of the Tripartite Agreement in connection 

* No. 33. 
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# mtm °t ft* Governorship 0 f «. SoSZ' 

,ra. and naturally roused his suspicions and dialiko ot traoni =na«w. q{ ^ baing a 

as never basni poplar 'T^cu* If^** .fftBj&rit their districts from tlieir forbears, 
ranker^- undo! lowh|ib.wU. 4?the Italians, with 
ibat, furthermore, disliked f.abra Silasse itw *). g;w took any opportunity 
rhom he himeeif lisa never been on good terms., Honoe Bltehloo^anj U~^ ^ 

^ W to ^v. an 

treason Mini he feared Sibat would 

]9U t^SK SiS to use hi* influence with ^ 

with the result that Ciahra Silusao prouBed^^^foro^ sa*** started A few 

Es sss tts&sgxaaSk'is*as* 

hSiil 1,’SSmri. a. ». W-trf 

r% 3 & «“»sagas! ” ““ 

his ^ ““ "" “ 

^Although Siyoum wa* reported Mte! 

immediately afterwards, no action on die p.i] <* ■■■ ■ hearing that Gabra 

:^ta 3 MS*si*» •& ■*■ - 

Gabra Silasse csountermardied at onci., “ £ . February- The engagement 

Addict, east of Enl.ko,wbere ; tWfou«hton aB(1 )^S 


No. 40. 

Sit Eduxtrd Grey to Lieutenant-Colonel Doughty u yhe- 

Ftkrt-iijtt Oj^wg, March 20, 1914* 

rive your views on enclosed despatch and, pM, ?«* oP ini * ft 
utients for division of territory south of Adi* Ababa. 
iTcolonud Office and Lord Kitchener for observations.^ ^ 

E. GREY. 


[10046] 


FortiffH Opc^i Mtstch 20 f 1014# 

, bv Secretary Sir E. Grey to inform you that a discussion has for 

ocmliiv with the Italian Government as to the luterpretation of 

rrement* of 1906 with regard to Abyssinia, in the event of the 
of that rounlrv The discussion has hitherto been confined to 
^ future ownership of the take Tsana district, and the control of 

- _ i| in vj| r , Wfe it will bo seen from the ck^pnldi tvovA His 
?" XX* of which is enclosed herewith* that the Italian 
it ™USl that the division of the Italian and British spheres in 

* «r 

.uiarv for Ihe Soudan hinterland, and ho would be glad to receive 
'court’s oiscrvatiiins as to the possibility of a norL .ward ^tension 
of the British hast Africa Protectorate, should tho partition of 

11. Iweoine. unavoidable. 


No. 42. 

Sit Edvard Grey>— (J&wiwrf March 21.) 

.4 ilia Ababa* March 1, 1914, 

infirm my telegrams No& 8 and 9 of -^th 

icb I report a light having taken place between Has bibat 

it;, iii which tho former woa killed, together with his two 

ver the powseeBion, of the A garni district, Ibia Sibat was 
Deiiizmatch Oabra Si brae governed the ligrc district. 
LVdtar) A WLmA. 210*1 when last in Ad Lb Ababa obtained a 

























tt> proceed, white th* Government hold reserve 

nation of tha Government's mistrust, i« * fcftr 

L whom bad feelings hnvo long 

heir armies are mobilised to settle their 
fact that Has M ikhaul hat received orders 

to Warm Hailu himtidf. , , 

lu reatllucBs ia case Walda Gmriris 

hut litis I do not believe, and until Wald a Giorgin returns to Gondat 

with some anxiety. . , 

ia Tigr6 have 

I n to tide inning Gahm SLla&sc 

renruont&t-ioua of Si bat, they 

be attributed* 

t ^iyen definite 

Adis Ababa, without showing prejudice 

til thev bad the courage to adopt the 


received bis orders, reluctantly given 
in Adis Ababa for my eventuality in the north 

Another, and very possible ex/ 

that Ea* Wolda Giorgi* and Ea« Mikbael, between 
existed, might take thin opportunity when f 
differences by Ibrce of arms* 

This supposition U strengthened by the 

to disperse hia troops and to return „ - . 

Lij Yasu tells me that the reserves are held in 

requires assistance 
l shall watch events in the north 

Tt will be gathered that the Government in handbag the situation 

shown extraordinary lack of decision anil judgment 

a rebel without sufficient evidence, and favouring the representation 

made a great error to which the subsequent atrifo ftiidJd(md 0 SiHU,»n 
Hud the Government in the Hr*t place follows 
and peremptory orders to the chiefs to come to 
to one or the other in giving tiiese order*, or Ik 
measure of hits?* fnir« and left the matter to t 

all proiiabilitv have been avoided* 

ltow far Lij Yasu himself is to he blamed for the mismanage 
„ nv h..*. it T« n fflet that on one occasion when he was 


Sir M. d& Bunsen to Sir Edivard Grey. —{ffescAwd March 30*) 

Vienna, March 17,1014. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 52 of the 12th instant, I have the honour to 
report that I have had a conversation with the Italian Auibausador on the subject of 
the orders for war material said to have been placed in this country by thn Abyssinian. 
Government The Due d 1 A yarn a informs me that he has pointed out to the Ausiro- 
Himgarten Minister for Foreign Affaire that arms supplied to Abyssinia might easily 
find their way into the hands of tribea far from well disposed towards haiy T and lie 
has expressed the hope that the traffic in question %vill be discouraged Here, In reply, 
he hiiH been told that the Austro-Hungarian Government will not send a military 
instructor to Abyssinia as they were requested to do, and that, as regards amts, only 
a few old guns have been sold to tliat country. The Due tl'Avnma W not l#een abb 
to ascertain how many guns have been sold, nor has he heard that them have lieen 
any purchases of rillee, His Excellency is continuing to watch the question, and it 
Ttp>y ho hoped that tho intern ,hi which ha, as well as myself, has shown in it may load 
this Government to limit the sates iu question within comparatively harmless 
dimcEieions. 

I have, Ac. 

MAURICE m BUNSEN. 


gjj.^ Adi* Abttbiiy March 13, 1914. 

AS I stated in my despatch No* 23 of Iho Sth March the indecision of the 
Government in. dealing with the trouble in Tigr^ Has boon very marked, and I now 
have tlic honour to confirm my telegram No* 12 of the 10th Minch in which 1 reported 
that Has Walls ©inrgiw had again been ordered Lo proceed to TigrA and that several 
ini portent chiefs in Adis Ababa including JUs bemtec, Dejaamatoli BalcJia, and 
Dimmed eh ICa^sa have Isihjji ordered to hold themselves in I'oadi ticks to go also 

There is now no reason to suppose limb ItM Walda Giorgis with an army of over 
30,900 men is not in a position to cope with any situation that presents itself ui Tigre. 
“ ■ 1 , dismiss from cur minds a<s a possible source of opposition, and, as 


Gabra riilusdc one can 

J. have already pointed nut, ftejazmatcli fliyoum hoe nothing to gain and everything 
to lose by opposing the authority of the Central Governmrnt. 

This iii.iing the care ypo must 1 «nk elsewhere for u re >ion the action on the 
pari, of the Government in holding large reserves in readiness at Adis Ababa for 
trouble in the north* 

One can only suppose that the Government have mistrusted the iritontions of 
Has \V T aid u Giorgis since the out break "f trouble iu Tiged, and it k apparent that 
while recognising Walthi Giorgis els a proper person to carry out any measures for 
restoration of order adopted by them, in his position aw overlord of the northern 
provinces, they fen red to let him enter the disaffected area. Their vacillating orders 
to him showed both their recognition o? his authority and their mistrust of his 
intentions. 

W hat they feared* and stilj tear, can only ho surmised* Iu the lirfct place they 
uirty have feared ihat bo might side With Gabra bUkaso, who is married to bin daughter, 
and will i him ddy the Central Government, or the Govern moot mny have realised the 
danser of the rigreaa chiefs refuting outside interference by combining to oppose 


1\£,—I am addressing copies 

Wingate. 


[14889] ^ 

Mr. Dodd, to Str Edward Grty 

(No* 25. Secret.) 

Sit, , 

l HAVE the honour to report* ift 
13th Match, that Count Colli inform* 

Abyssinian troops near the Krythre-ou te 

colony. 

llic Kryflirean uuthoritieii,, it appears _ 
fiuggtjHls'd the intention of the Abyaainittu. Gos'crnnie 
Iti vtc fc w of this foar ooo tsttiuiot but wcmdci to vi — 
have been ossoamtod with Ocjassmatoh Gahm Siltwso 
can only think that they Havo meddled ratuev 
when trouble broke out fymtfttl tlie n^ults nt _ 4 _ 
of supijori to their (»ltl friend Gabra Silassp, 

Thli is of cuurao ti mere sup position cm my 

[1687] 


(i?jcetti?ei April 4) 

Adit Ababa, March I t* 19X4. 

No. 13 of the 


confirmation of my telegram 

that the presence of large numbers ot 
Iulh tiauscsd much auxioty iu the Italian 

feared that the mobilisation oi trisrpi 

_ jn t to invade Italian territory. 

hat extent the Hrylhrefln authorities 
, in tho Tigrean trouble, and l 

. too far in AhyssinUm poliiics, and 

their exhibition of sympathy ami pommy 

, nn mv miri* whicrh I give as the only 
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30 

explanation that suggest, itself to me, of the attitude of the Krythrean authorities 

in this matter, newuade thorn and IiIr Government that 

Count CoU., solely to internal trouble, and that 

ESSSSsws «t3bissw«s2= 

garr.sou^tbe^mposeti.to do, ^ ^ ^ Kit( , 1|ener snd Sir Bcginald 

Wingate. j have, &c, 

S. H, DODDS. 


[ 15082 ] 


No. 16. 


Lieutenant-Cohnel Doughty-Wytk to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April Eh) 

(J5o. 20,) Aiis Akofoi. April 4 T 1914. 

( ^ORTED'by Soudan from >up«ta at Giftfe that parti** of M»»rtl7 

vieM NtXEfUni in Abyssinia on Agorchu-Gcmdfir road, and have loft Indinne to dig 

U*Si there and Veuait. Further reported by Governor of Knaeella 

that Italians art? actively collecting animals and men. 


[ 15082 ] 


No, 47. 


Sir EMuMt-rd Grey to Sir R. Rodd. 

2S°; hi- \ Foreign Oftec , Apr# 8, 1914. 

Tfil AD?e ABABA telemtn No. 20 of 4th April: Italian activity in Abyndoia 

Pleads tnqnlre of Tuhan Government as to truth of reports mentioned by Colonel 
DouchLv-Wvlie and suggest that, if facts aa regards visits to iogara are ae titatod, it 
is impossible to avoid inclusion that such action is calculated to disturb the minds of 

^ A SU your enquiry on recent request by Italian (^er^u^hioh 
we acceded, for our assistance in accordance with the terms of the Tripartite Agreement 
(see my telegram No, 7 of 26th March to Adis Ababa). 


[15845] 


No, 48- 

Sir It. Rodd to Sir Edward Grcy.—iReceived April 9.) 

7?ouur, April 0 t 1914. 


(No. 62 ) 

(Telegraphic.) R* 

YOUR telegram No, 85 of 8th April, _ _ , 

Minister lor Foreign Affairs know* nothing to justify reports, luibaii ugun a 

Oondtti had reported that local chief at Nogtua was menaced by an attack, and was Lold 

that ho was in no way to intervene in internal questions in Abyssinia. 


\ 


No, 49. 

£ir Af. de Rumen to Sir Edward Grey.—[Received April 15.) 

J*5 !a '\. , „ (teu, April 16,1914. 

Telegraphic.) r + , __ » ■ p 

PLEASE sec my despatch No. 50 oi the 17th Much. . 

T| ie Italian consul at Trieste confirms the statement published by an ibilum 

newsraipi T in I hat town that n consignment of Austrian gone has arrived at 
en rJic Tor Jibuti, The consul has Further informed the Italian Embony hcreth.it 
the oonateiuuent consists of 100 guns, cnlihrs 1215 with equipment and 

Gftrmgdjuiid that it lift* been fllupped on board tho +4 Spnma, an Austrian Llevs 

TCWIfi) iffhirli fiflils for Jibuti to-day* 


lu the opinion of tt.« Italian Chargd rt'Affatres thro la no B™und 
uTOtest, since the transaction is a purely commercial one, undertaken ** ™ * . 
of a Government which has the right to tmporL arms, though he censiders t 

consignment obviously intended for Abyssinia, 

[17537] No - 50 ' 

Mr. Dodds to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 22.) 

^° p Adis Ababa M March 25, 1914, 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith a translation of a letter xccoivod from 

^ iby^ian So™cnt which purports to be an answer to my letter o the 

mhjlnualT, forwarded to you under cover with my despatch No. 10 of the 

ioth January, in which I demanded compensation for the death of Lapinm Aslrner 

sir'd the wouikdioR of Licutcosn t J ones. fc wuhIh t 

I \i"i h in audience with Li] Yasu on the 21st instant. when 1 took the opportunity 

„ bteTlLS the Santas Ilaili Giorgis who was present, that the Govern moot 

the question, and had not given a satisfactory answer to the demand 

for ^ tho matter and wo, prepared to take my ctemrture. when 1 

fllu i the Vaeadras commenced to ask me questions regarding the extent- of oou 
ihv Hritiali Government required on the southern frontier, and tho condition ut tho 

a£5f: SaBesgst 

with *dij .lifts* and the Ogaden, informing me at the dl ° 

u-irrin-ton ha,I olfered a portion of that country, winch Menebk 1 ad refund, \ c 

*«*4 f> ** as 

122SZ* said WTetSU ■« would »JU from the Government 
i*. ‘ p*i ¥ which country in 8emnliiatul lie liad made reference to. 
m The Nagadni? called hem Um morning, and with the map of 

\wTcirv HR 1 cm VO him the information he required, winch information Mr, Uiesigcr 
In mom tlLCe Torsion has given him. as wU as the other members of the Council 

C2frjfc{s«?s ££KttvEii«Sa 

ST 0 “ive me anv mow & V ““ 10 d “f 0V “ |l f^ 

Irontier ami that « t ' th L.vssiuioo Govemmeut would be 

X^aI°SSA SS they wished^ make to the limits of the 

«*t water on his projrot ly suiting ^i^Govemmeut 
if such all exchange was accomplished, ft 1 * ; ufl , ws for anemuoats 

"f-ing «» t TO, : V r 1m,':r:iL;;:r J ?X lii ^u k Vnd d ti!fWinif 

°*™ro this^last’sitttkusttan I do sot feel inclined to respond, M I feel .. U would 

dsSSSSs^wnwBwaiMsi 

l0 “ own part we have stated our demand which is IluaUnd if the Govemmeut 
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i\n bo through the pem^as ni 1/lj insu 8na tu ‘ 
[mi of Sltaurari Ufrpta Giorgw, the only nicmbtj 
Such a "HI I tliink. tli 

iih talking and await tbwf acquiesced to on 

dibcit-n^ton of an exchange of terntot 
I venture to say tint I t win 

a great mistake for two reasons. In tli 
prestige than we Imve already lost i 

j _J - i. a A Lii>i<cihai nt ■LITllS t 


saggemted views oo the situation to the Uoveramem m *. 

Lie frontier hud alarmed them unnecessarily. 

That the Ervthrean authorities should have for anxiety under r 

iroum&ttraoea owing to the presence of large numbers of troop on thnr rretttta* 
ad by a man of fitf Waldo Gio T tfm' type ia not surprising, but when they havo 
ueravsted the circumstance themselves by meddling m Abyssinian pobUcs it is 

m\v natural that they should, us I said in my telegram, feel "jumpy. 

5 mat they have meddled in the affairs of the north X hm no doubt, ra fact 

^nuiit Colli lutawlfi when I asked Mm for the reason of their anxiety, gave mo 

& understand that this had been tho case- . . * 

Count Colli, the man on the spot, with an intimate kiwwledgo of Ah j wnm, hfl» 
irmly adhered throughout to his opinion that the Abyssinian Government 1 uul n 
jJStion wlmteTer of taking any action calculated to injure the good relations which exist 

t wo countries” He was so convinced of this that when troops were held 
in readiness at Adis Ababa for any possible trouble in the north, as L aduMd jon 
Env despatch Nov 24 of the lSth March, he refrained from advising his Dovornuient 

tin* ihet for fear of giving them unnecessary cause of alarm. . 

Count Colli hfliheenin telegraphic dquuo unicat i«i with has U aide Giurghi* ai T1 « 
IP , v p (1 t to i'jgro,. and he assures me that this chief has rcci')vcd orders from the 
Central Oatermneut to respect the frontier limits, and them is 1‘ttlc likelihood of 

r d Wi§r™f^l h to'ti“™iM»toi ] ol tlic surirader of fu^itives C'mmt^om toUs mu 

r . . a,S1 =1 rt: ..lit.. rtlnV na 11 StlUM ol blufl OH 


tfagodram who are, with inc execute 
of the Council with mty authority 
Government that we have done « 

demand^ )mt notion in discournginsr any 

in BritW. Somaliland Will meet wIth J«r 

our acceptance of such a propo^l wouldI he- 
first place 'VC cannot afford to lose more _ 

Somaliland. and a concession ol territory in tha 
Hve a verv bad itnfsrensioii throughout Somnlilftnil 
J orv definite attitude we buvo »aken with the Ab>«u 

fesSSaaBBSSS 

»=a 

oftoes of Itejaitnateh Ki»hi. Oim'iB '' ., frontier 

cliiftr mid have conversed with lllT V . ' J n ,. * 

otifii 1 in his expressions of dissatisfaction with the - 

IfU-r he had spTkan to the Prince, alien he toll 
u\ Yasu to look at thiT matter I pom » chlTereut 
hitherto adopted. At a result of this interview 

l “ff.Sf=!fS^Trr^SS!»V;-W 


lust three months l hove Been am# f>l ttlls 

J v llo has Iwsuii very 

the attitude of his Government in 

that he would without 
.. I saw- him again soon 

m o that ho"had boeti able to pepuade 
view than that which hr hud 
ch Basso expressed his hopes 

meltable attitude. 

io's return* to press the 
mid i have for the sumo reason 
UB n. Although tho Emperor'* 
mindly admitted and no longer 
fitment can now bo used in our 


J r II. DOlM)S 


Enclosure in No. 50. 

Abyrtirtiu* Gsiierrnnfni (a Mr* Dodd*. 

^ dTcd ^ a re]St 

i into the matter, and wo have hetm waiting Hit 
hat information they bring. t 

sliration* hae not reaclwd u.; now when they ranrn >ve 

and conclude tho matter. 

(Seal and signature of Nngadrua ilsiili Giorgiu.) 

J vf.ir o/ grai'e (March 10, AO I di). 


(Translation.) 

1 HAV1 

coneermup Captain Aylm 
lire, as you know, making enquiries 
return of tho men si ut to are «V- 
Hie result of our invi 
will without delay discuss 


J. U. DODDS 


(Received April 22.) 


Mr. Dwidv to Sir kldtrttrU Grey 

Confidential.) Adig Ab(lli Bf March 28, 101A 

lVB the Uonoor to coo lire, my .htorn >'«■ 17 ‘>f y a .tcrd ft y' S dote, 
your telegram No, I f T^!mt (Mil since tho outbreak of treublo 

I~mvS«^S£ the of yuuftelegl 


No. 52. 

Mr, Dodds to Sir Edward Grry.—{Received April 22.) 

Coulldoutial.) , .. ... 

m Elf, to mv despatch No. Ii0 or tu-day’s date, I have the 
v,. i.irit. **H,n Count Colli, who tells me that lie w«» m u 
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Abyssinia and that «iw>. up* wo. 

to the continued import of arms mid ammunition andJJ 

of the Government to take any effective steps for mamWni jg -nfe . WPre 

Tho nolitteal ebiections to an expedition are, I think, I*** strong in . 

six monthsago^and L nooeasity for ajtion distinctly more ,. f nt. 

Khartoum, was asked to explain, on lus n.turn, to uie 

sooner or later the Sudan Government uould be omigea 

, account should such action 

hostile intentions against tho Abyarinfone, &nj such 

t h not taken when the flobat River become* 
■hat we man tlad miTsdves in the unpleasant 
tmtion of the counter occupied by the 
inulesimhlp, and I therefore trust that you 
order that thn neoesaary preparations mny he 

add that a report has pat reached me from 

' i of lus native Mamurs 

the Rabr-ol-Jchel, aiul that 

police Shamsh 


a when the question of 
hiis for Lire first titn& 

that Gabra 3iia®so has gone over in 
ho should bo handed over to ‘hem m 
sling between Brythrea and liirre. Hit 
, aco and bv a curious oonodenoe was 
IbKse himself The terms of the treaty 

.« dwmwifiiiA rtf iiist treatment and a fair 


rfl s Haili Giorgis tots 
Gnhra SrluBse aud lus 

Government firmly believe 
and. they uow cat that -- 
with the terms of a treaty existin 

; made some five years tu 
of the Tigre, by Gabra Silas 


Print** Li] ^asu auu *■ 
tho extradition of Dejazm 
brought up for diacUBswm* 

The Abissinian 
Italian territory, i 

accordance '~^. 
tre&ty referred to wa* ma 

Statethot the Italians shall receive 

sffiti * d rr srr i™ 1 

. LSi:S convince the Prince that the fugitive was net 

in the «us t n, I 7£££; I 

Colli asked the Prince whether. WWW^ J . rt WIJU ld immediately order I 
, and he did so, the Government mltalP»« ™ k they woukl atrio tly 

■ jissssafdja? ssssl «-*--»>• 

“ “* ‘SKSstert i -rs era 

iiShfa £*Sj!35£i “‘•S**- *“ h 

? J»«**S£gSs haart* 

■ , to study this new phase, 

e that trie unction of ex*»4Stob ia view 
the Central Government, and ouo «ui only 
- , Wald a Giorghia and the Erythrean 
'e knowledge and are tending to force toe 

Kitchener and £ir llogiuald 


Wvlte, when m 
fluthoritw at Adis Ababa that 

to operate against the Gftrjak Nuers, but that on no 
m, EpartX construed into any -■*»* —> 

idea being out of the question. 

If some such action ns T now suggei 
navigable about September next, I fear 
noeitloii of having to give up the admini 
Wh a step would be for every reason 
will approve of the present proposal, m 
ms^iJ without delay. 

In confirmation of the above, l may . * 

the Governor of the White Kilo province to tire effect that one 
and a police force have been attacked by armed iS uers on 
he bad the greatest dlflMtv m withdrawing with the loss of one 

killed, I have, 


trial for the fugi 
Count CoUi 
children, on 
Galnm Siiasse 
in Erythrea, 

Count 

Gahre Silas# 

Has Waldo Oiorgte 
adhere to the Tin 
fairlv deflit wi 

To these question* 

Count Colli admitted to me 
in such an eventuality as 
opportunity to clear — 

Gabra Sitasse which 

iutomatiou to e H.c ll Uc.'t that Gabm 8ilW*e is 

tk * I KtiS& th Xtrt e d09in? 

hut it appears to be more than * coincidence that the 
rtf your lelcgrum. should now be raided ll > - 
suppose that lwal negotiation between itos 
an tli rarities are in advance or Count 
hands Of the Central Goverameut and lnriistdf. 

i brUrt'dnir comes of ibis aemreti 


kitchener 


, .nport that luilit^Tv operations tLgaTnm 
distrivt^nf the Bplier Nik province have lieeome an 

district has been watched with serious epprehension tor 

=* * “ 

.ith modem rifles unci ammunition can he checked 

■i. 

that would have the gravest effect on the administration 

i iat River hwomes navigublc, *■«■» 
k district a small mixed forec of about 

bv this force is not anticipated to exceed 
of the opiHPHtt-ion by the trihesmen, who 
coed supply of ammunitioni 
Lordship’s approval muy becommumcated 
tlu> nreoarations lor the patrol may *» 


‘ 1 HAVE the honour to 
triliesrmcTi of the Gar]ak 
imperative necessity. 

The situation in this 

sevcrel years, l_.. ...... 

the reports ol thn h>cal admmiRtTntive 

the Nucr and kindred tribesmen wj 
only by an effective military 
There is l. . 
disa (Teat ion amonj 
numerous a mat I patrols in 
attitude.. 

delay in asserting the authority 
involve a loss of prestige 
of the Nilotic tribesmen of Southern 
i nronOBe, soon as tsi 1 


j. if, mum 


Visctwnt Kitchener tQ Sir Edward G 

(No. 70.) 

^ 1 HAVE the honour to tmnsirui u>_y 
Sirdar, auhmitting fur my 

the autumn to occupy te 

inhabited by the bellicose 


rou herewith copy of ft Uchh 
favoumbk consideration n .proposal to ^nd J 
mporarily the Garjak district of the Lpper 
aid unfortunately mdl-armcd Nucrtoihe. 

Sir liV Wingate spoke to urged up<i 

dnngcrtms ^onT/lhrTs ^ible to this arming of tlic tr 

tl.u north of the iia.ro 3 #!ul t | lroll gh their intermedkr 

Alnssinmns in cxchangc rur no , ■ , horde 

aiiMingrt all ‘MS. ahonld'ho Ml again 

Sir R. Wingate was anxious that on OTr , tVll((H] tb o authorit, 
nut only refused tn Uw JLtfled conditioiM ptrvttilin 

^ sasrjsstasi ■” ■” 


[18238] 

Sir tt. Rodd to Sir Edward Grty.- 
(No- 116* Confidential.) 

Ojjt, 

1 HAVE the honour to report that 1 have 
convorMtbn with Signor Eerfiimindo MartiTU, th< 


{Hecrirt'd April 27.) 


r 



















J attitude towards the Central Govern- 
intention on the part of TVaWo Giorglus to adopt 

associated with them 
of the Italian 

ton- spirit. His Majesty's Govern- 
instructions to their rep reselltativ® 
in clearing away misappic- 
istyd to take similar action, hut after 


Italian* to support Gabra 5elass£ in a rebellious 
merit, and that, there was no 

m The Italian Government bad asked the two States who ware 
in the Tripartita Agreement to ^ive their support to the representations 

Minister, and to use their influence m a 
m ent had at once responded, and bail telegraphed 
to take such friendly action as he properly could to 

still without instructions. Enquiries had been mad* at Ians, and k 

from the French, whos > attitude was consistently imtiiendU 

ud he sincerely trusted that the Abyssinian* 
hostile intentions. '4’hcre had been some 
in tie policy of the Governor of Erythrea. but the relations 

■ r wore not in any way directed against the 
nc difficulty was that there was no really 
__-_j. Henclck had a certain rough grasp 
But the new ruler was a boy with little 
or Martini bad atsked himself whether he might 

^tsseatfrrfsMjasMaS 

t/S&s 'SStS^SrWFiisrv a zs 

JSnS ih. likelihood of a conflict arising With the Bn* »1i. fh» lUUan colon, 
was after all the moat prohablc objective of Abyssinian hottahti. ,, 

a:„ n( ,,. Martini wii, evidently anxious. but. he admitted that lie had *<*> £«•““? 
taken over his Department to have completely studied »! I the problems cemimtce «i 
E s tak^i.»» of the situation ,vas interesting tan*vcral£»"* tf 
t t h„ first utaec, it showed that the Minister for Foreign Attars ,■ y>» a ^ 

interests seemed focuLd esctasivdy ™ tfd^tha^hc 

well informed a* to the situation m Aby^im, m italic 

mo fully into his confidences It is al.o revealed that, uf r cl it > tan me 
have bet'll pursuing the policy of “ peaceful penetration from Uythrea into lifeie, 
nolifv which Signor Marthii does not consider to have Itccll prudent. AmU ' 
C£*SS to the great weakness of the Italian position m |,hr lt«l and to 
some ox toot all round owing to the extent of her comm,.meets and obligations in 

Lib! 'Tl,, ie is, therefore, I should apprehend, no danger of her embarking on any 


est at the house of a mutual friend in 

ure, ami we have long been on tone so «*£ “S 

own which he does not mind 1 ^Depart meet. I have 

>t to kcc tec much of a» Ambassai j. ^ i m>w propose to 
some of the topics which w* ne X - n j* cunccially as affecting 
,'bftt bo said about the situation - >- ' 1 | ^ ?um01ira which 

on in Erjrtbrea. Ilia oWvat.o^ ton^l^too ^ ^ JW 
i to you from Adis Ababa, and wl ofrScd bv the Marquis di 

of tlie htli instant, “ f tl ot i, j n6 ( a ut' were noillumi- 

misleading. . xigre, nod be replied that lie 

him if he had any recent news &«"• Bum bcr of African 

to keep back from me. We had 'ilea t u o if there were 

«, and our interest there «««■■*« « ^n a5fc mn to 

1 ;t dl ” Sd K tokTand" e ^ not speaking officially The 
s tflklkiTjg - OrS old ir e - , Unpinv the tniii years Ims luml spout 

„ was not ^■ i< fy fff.?“^ ShaSS^aM acted‘upon the principle, 
irythren be ; n ^(limbaii affairs or endeavour t< 

don no ftooouut nux horse P , nnEortucatelv hi» successor 
6 over any of the .^“3, had ' no t altogethc 

i :i clever man and had ns ,l ruta ) mope intimate relation 

same Hues, nud bad h [ :F un der ItaHim influciux 

f the border province, attain ^ Thep 

sst-ion, Uabra Ji^d tfci. 11 ^ su^gostion hud beei 

r'Slioa oF supplying him " l! _ 1 ^ nt \dis Ababa as lie (Signor Martini 

lie Of the authorities a, a td «3hTm oren to the charge <: 

or to oompromisc Gabra**»£•£• ' tl MV * { Gabra Solassfian 

with Italy. BarWaldo G lorghs tifno back, when owin 

HoSartbta. ' J ’ h « « not more than 1,20 

fkf imtivc Itabau levies to iTifnlU tn .. tfri™ ati 


Subsequently tete£ 
count on valid aasi: 
to Italv. This wan 

would he convinced that Italy had no 
imprudence, ill his opinion, 
he had established with a neighbourly yulw 
Control Abyssinian Administration. ‘ Mm 
dominant, autlicrity in Abyssinia to deal with 
of questions and perception of policy, 
in finance over the ltassca, and Sign 
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[18342] 


Ho. 95. 

Fltwaal •* Urn,* **-&»*« « 



(Ho. 77. ConfldentoU . hL tb» 

8S '' IN reply to you* dwp.tcfc Ho.7 V<>j“Shft£| to «>* wo* ^vontagato 

M CuUt^fal toy^jty gm^ aL™, oubjeot to the prov,v» ttat 

boundary for tl,e *^ ckn jor the Italian Government 

■ “i“«35.£ 5%s® 

r ™ r 

^TtalSrttoiw “JStotta Mfftoei *»f£ ggftfjffitoiTrightoV tottwy 

^g§S^gSESSSS®eS=« 

.Vi 2, ti.ki n fr.im tin. temtorj allritUil » 1 nm-. „*,!«. I would 

%*$}££££ VW. ni& P-ri-P be “rtiS rollway to Adis 

£tot U loweror, |M>'«g? ™,l Fnuwo woulddouhtl™ hayo g»« 
Ahaha to p&»* throng Italic ierr , l J. ' ?■ to the capital , . 

rsig^Ssss®^ 

"TV “* 

tUl. d^h. I 


[17537] 


So. r>'S. 


Sir JM Ore, to i^lo-o.l-C^' 

/No J17 1 FOTffitfH 0//iCf t M&f ®i 

*• . uaVK re ,,W*3 Mr. Dodd.’. to^jWWg 

!fiKV3fiSfc >*, m 

•3^4^A-*- -t—S5&- i ».^ 0MT . 





■Sir J^du&rd Grry (o Fiaeount ^T&afteneT-, 


[18305] ^ m - 

Sfj> Edward Grey to U'uienant-CohncL Doughty Wylie* 

2?’ Forripn Oj^Wy J|*y 8, IflU. 

I TRAKBM IT to you I jure with copy of a despatch from Hin Majesty's agent Ufl 

consul-E^noml at Cairo propping the temporary occupation this autumn of ilic Garjak 

Nuer district of the Upper Nila province* , _ . 

Preparations for the purpose have been authorised by I Lin Majesty a Guy< rnraont. 

Yiiii will no doubt take a Hid table opportunity of making a communication to 


(ffecwtfd Jfay U1-) 


A/r, TAfri'y^r fo S«r Howard Grey 

Offlalry Place, Lantioti, A/ny 15, 1'Jl 1 

,«■ w ^__ ll_i ii memorandum on my journey fr 

through Moyalo* frum whence I visited the ironticr cast to i 
far as Mount Turbi. 

.'Hainia wu^ uimttondod by riny Incident, Llj iaa 
ovary attention ware obeyed, and ho himself Mentone 

■ _ .■ i f i,l_ ._ __ J ■ =- lbn I 1 .'k i ri 'ir 1 E i'i 1 t It I 


I HAVB the honour to forward herewitlL 
AiHft Ababa to Nairobi 1 
Guddadutua wells and wi?«t (w 
My journey through A by 

orden that I should recei ve . 

h\n nffity^rs to aocompany mu ns far ns OK 

to toke me on fmm that point imtU we mot rmumr. vrumi. * ne 

MmUti-r for W»r, Ifitaurtii Uapta Giorgis, also sent Fltuurarf Uwhi to aooompeny 

m< ^^anpljko^wiut with me to Nairobi and returned through Mombasa and Jibuti 

Uj ^ wouTd^ SkIi to places on record my very sincere appreciation of hw MrVH ™ ' JI J 
the road, and of bis wWorful knowlodg of the eournry mid 1 10 mhobttants, without 
which I run convinced rny tourney would have been of very mile UNl, 

Fwm sidumL ntiwurds I tokmd that M. Kapli iro wa* ™.itod IflUk «<»rh. « I 
tho Iiflii-CM wo unit, mid in the Borun country and along the frontier he cun lw Maid to 
have an intiinidr k uu a I,-luc not only uf nil the chiefs but of nearly ovoty man of 
anv iiiipumi .11 mnmi^ Lhc varlofli tribes, and their friendship and respect for bun 
rn.-.ui vnhmbbA in idicdtitur InformntifHi which unwht othorwiie have m-it 






































» rs ffl STES J '“ “ ■ w “ 

from M- iB> r J * r,. 

Ahrvl». 1 WlLERE^ G. THESIGER. 



Enclosure in N°’ “ y - 


„ - » *** *Tttf—-*'' 

i jbotqj® *»» rs 

******s^^ ws * 3 

lunmion. Ihe They Vttril.MWl the •***»!!*£,£, wj.mdwl «® 

O»t*pok«« in th«r «tw»mj. IMJ „ wu a U™» *oy ««««“>-’ l^kiA ott 0 f >tl 

ibo owrupunu "Vr'Is Tich enough to hril» hi» i u f**": ! f“‘ wit *, affection nor respect, 
long os the [,■;, Yasu is Mpfe “*'‘5* ,, C shoo..*, «*° «P? 

and even M» own officer. “ m ^,1 9 re beginning to tol 

him of having poiaon f « “ 1L „ , iS ^ possible successor. , +hcy know to 

tbe 

on Fl^J^totS" poUti^W Uieir °" n tl ' iCf ¥A W “ 0U 

■|' h ? chief I; t Iv'i I uf -dvernnaeut mid, so far and intrigue*! 

united *ftth thur tq ^ authority on 

Mjipoanof joint action. Ministers do not attempt to <m ' * and its 

3a^ J J5KSBSWfe=Jam pc 

g j^sgs aefe, ^ sr:.;:t^,,,... v.- 

fidl* mninly .«»J^ P«g 1 Ranees heard- MVJl u m km^ and of their 

no moans of ^ by the Government of the r . _ temporarily to 

The ^"TiwESfi* ... >»'f «* 

Impotoner to make th“ir . v, m ™loin hy evading mlncui _ .j v tmpa^blfi for 
the internnl stability Q ,■illy independent, makes lt ti,miiah the Central 

provincial djrfiJfoh Abv^itiia aa a 7h^ provtaehri administAtiolu. 

acTcrunicnt the *.iuti«. l,t wVtato wpeHmcwi i»g ^ringM y 

aw Srr ff Kiss sus s» « ,idc of 

St^. 000 7r lie or mV ™ » Obtain --ff-ftfitS 
, U, r;^ t S raids Of the pet «™ J5“ i',1 purlieu 1ftr 

*« tl,e 

f«^gs®SK-H irii'SS 

by Abysrim&ns and auu; 


41 



large amount of 
Aylmer; and the 

the Ttban was a 

- .. J( and” at my request the Government had 

u j. companions and had brought thorn to Adiin Ababa iu 
tbo former Imd been allowed vu .jseapo autl the tatter had died 

in source had boon destroyed- 
chief of one of our sectioo« of 
deliberately invited the AbyssinumH over for the purpose of 
ii and of having shared the plunder with them, nnd had uskod me 

th regard to the 


Maikotm, in which twenty-eight of our subjects were killed and a 
stock driven off; that which ended with the death of Captain 
almost stmultatuKius raids on Kukri mid ifarsaliit. 

It was knowu some time ago that the author of tLo attack on 

certain Abywinuut riame<l AJomayu- ; 
arrestod him and one of his 

chains- As, however,- 

in prison, all hope of obtaining information from tb 
The Government bad furthermore accused Ali Abdy, n 
Gam*, of havini 
attacking the 1 a 

to inveatignto the mutter at Moyole. 

On file m&d down it was impossible to obtain any news wi 
whereabouts of Alemfivu, who had apparently not returned to the frontier districts, 
and none of the Bomu or Aby^finians questioned could tell mu the names of his 
corntjnnions, as. with few eiceptions, tliesti raiders invariably adopt fictitious harm's 
when on these expeditions, which mw also, as an additional precaution, m nil 

probability frcquontSy ohauged- ... t 

With iigard to the accusation against All Abdy, Fitauran Wabii malulmiiorl 

that not miW hatl lie invited the hunters over, but that he hmt uIno gone through the 
cereinouy of blood brotherhood with (heir lenders. Consequently I sent on a message 
tn \u ilotio nskimf that All Abdv should be sent for to Moynlo to answer these 



•• 


















p to ctime, tun wo tire aim 
actual affctndetb, or from convicting 


tat id * ■ * 

the chiefs of complicity in t!u»e ra1 ' 1 ^ £,B 




1 Wl 

ysll 




. p ita „ ra ri Waldi 

Vili* Ababa. a' 1 *'. bo we should to* {oT an 1 nl 

=•' «?”**" ■«““**' ' i nn B ritUh and Ab«ri^ “1 e 0 ^ t ^lin.t 

"m regard * *• r ■“* 

,h';,; Ut»»™ «* * ’ . „ f the recovered <*W«» 

8°*“ .«!,,» to Mwttfjr them- ., juried Maiknu* w? *5 it was dmded 


int -■.( 

1 the 
[i^rsn 


U«lmjn* Uh «i*hh..ur, »» V those TSTSfaW* 

atitfe to w»« “rtys £ «a— * eces ““ r 

iaV “hlTtotte ^ to take any *»»«• *1 Kt . um i Waldf. 

ritttantkue their complain*®- u(!st ion of the o' 1 ' • "y i( Vs province, that » * 

Tn ivtiim, however, to tne 4 tW{ , s from * l \ frOTn whence p&rt ot 
ridence *>“» il ^ ^hbVmnti? westt of idenlifv ««b«^ [J'“ 

.~ «*2? US art S 


il abate, tnc ♦ nwT not consul - the ^Ttoi um ' J 

F the blood-money from the th0 (lcttt U of Captain 

hildU VWed on «* <g*J£j incident, which cu >«£■f slcUinll> ttll d ^ 

, Wit " .fflShS^n which 1 o' MSSriSofS 

5j nt j c !; u . lina which wan wn« .TanRur Uim^ thc (lirect ion of 

w hi'ch is known, and ,l After the $(^ilra?LljlfewWe» on 1,IC 

Which killed 

** mS^^*** tSa2S2S* A 


■S0 .s^tssMSSr rirszz 

lurt he had beard » ^-^SL^ddd. Fitaururi ?*l' , ‘‘. ( i' t ‘dfief like U-'in* Ihdelm, 


province they were beyond Ins jurisdiction, and thatpconeequcntly, he had been an 

“ Med to communicate this S Jorj|to hie chjrf, 

qr tiiat he is not fully aware of its) ruth, ail, I could not, if he wished, »u » j 

%r\ convinced that both ho and Fitaurari Hapta (Jtorgu, reahs ag the ncoeawtJ^ 
maintntninK friendly relations with TJeiaa Ihdcba in the critical state of ’ 

3E£i“ V Id at tlliB Al*hn, had decided to aiipproBS tlieir knowledpe «o tonK as «c 
l b ;« .S» nf tlJo possihle complicity of one of Bejas Kaicha’a personal officers to 

‘ hiS What action they will now take will depend very much on the present personal 

^ L. wo ahould 'insist on further investigation, and elmin compensation a k am* 

lieiar Baielia as responsitde for the actfi of his oificers. ■, , r 

^concern, the fourth case, the raids onKulal and Manaln ton wfc»q 
to have henn men helongitig to Fitaursri Makornen, whoso district h« » ee 
Lakes Rudolf and StcplEuife. On this point, however, very little evidence « 

(iriveroment had obtained more evidence with regard to U. , ., , tl 

' ° Prom other enquiries there would appear to be no doubt that the TOhlois, notu 

from FiP.nn.ri Makonuen’s and Dejaa Marid’a dttlrirtl, follow ll,p ^ 

•‘S *£&&£!& 

Sgte- :K sM s ^ ”*** u “ r in 

my siloes lions concernin* the redistabution ^ ,1""'rr M °Ti sT near the truth as it is 
In these lour ™ st ‘» wo ia,e, I Ihn , ■ , . | 1)t . punishment 


individual officers ..re only too aamona 5 conrealmeut. I’cr 

matters, and alt the wl tan tom nre l ™ ‘ , , , , jit’mer in charge to ohtain an 
instance, when a raid occurs ».» ‘"rt* wLSaTwllS when written to. 
immediate joint invesiishitiou into u. , his district prevent him from 

invariably pleads that pwiasing duties m other P n " a “ .^'“"SnHtbaba are met 
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with the assurances that mrios w.Uhe se it_ town tethe I «a rf „ set on foot 


the necessary evidence can only he given by 
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dt>es. not lead to organised raids for the purpose of recapturing the fugitives- Faking 
these facta into consideration, arid remembering that the Internal disorders m 
Abyssinia must almost certainly increase as time goes on, tho outlook on the frontier 

ia foil of uncertainty. ,, , K 

When I passed through M ovale I found that the total force winch the District 
Commissioner had* actually on the frontier, to meet all contingencies ww a gam8on of 
forty King's African Rifles under Lieutenant Rose and thirty irregular pulioo for 

patrolling and police work. • 

These men wore excellent in their way but ns regards numbers, equipment and 
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training utterly inadequate to the task they nave in hand, and it seemed u> mu unie 
short of marvellous how Mr. Hope aud the officers under him have acoomplihhed all 

they have done. 

These men were armed with worn-out Martini’s and a miscellaneous lot of old 
riflos which had boon captured from limiters ; in one or two cases the back sights were 
missing, in alt the riding was worn, stocks wen? loose, and the ejectors jammed after 
a few shots. To show that I am not exaggerating 1 might mention that at Mnrsauit 
tbe Assistant District Commissioner hud collected sixteen Martini rifles which were 
altogether unserviceable and by taking them to pieces and interchanging parts, 
Mr/ Castle Smith, who is a mechanical export as well as Assistant District (loin- 
misaioner at Moynle, was able to turn out eight rilles which would lire, and these were 
reissued to the men. _ .. 

When one considers that the police may at any moment bn called upon to light 
for their lives against a superior force, arnnKl in most cases with modern magoSme 
r ifl eR qnt cannot too strongly condemn the system which make’s such u condition of 
affair possible. It is unjust to the men, it is unfair to the officers who have to lead 
them, vind it is lowering to our prestige in tho eyes of the Abyssinians who know the 

facts and comment on them in amazement. 

As I have already said above, we can no longer hope by means of protests 
at Adis Ababa to force the Central Government to maintain order on iheir borders or 
to restrain their soldiers and hunters from raiding into our territory ■> under the 
present conditions they could not do it if they would. It is equally vain to hope that 
any change in tbs Administration will bring about a better state of thing#, the whole 
Government is so disorganised that matters must, inevitably go from had to worse. 

In thcsiif eirtuimstances the only possible solution of a very difficult question is to 
be found in a reorganisation of the administration of the whole northern frontier 
district^ >vhich will allow idl the various questions to he dealt with nnd provided tor as 
a whole, instead of each one being inadequately treated when a pressing n ^ LF -^ 1 h v 
arises, aeeotnpanted by an inoreaso in the military and police forces which will allow 
for proper administration to Iks extended over the whole district and suffice to maintain 

order internally while preventing raids from outside, . . 

At present the J ubaland iSomulis and tho Mori ban are under dine rent local 

administrations, and the fact, that they wander from one district U> sinolln.-r 
complicates matters and renders it didlcuit to deal with thenu I hositito to go into 
this subject at anv lengib as it stretches beyond my personal knowledge, and out of 
the fteotw of ft memorandum dealing with frontier affairs, but refer to it brienv 
because a reorgivnisiition of tlie northern rroTitieif district must, to be effective, deal 
with the question of the Somalis, Merihan, Boran, and Garre tribes. &£ a ^ hob. 1 , and 

bring ttiem all under one administration. t t 

Togo hack, however, to the frontier proper in ita connection with Auyssima, it 

must bo remembered that the frontier adminUtmiion extends from the pom. at hitlnl 

1 and tlic south end of Lake Rudolf past Moyale and Gaddoduma t« the junction Oi the 
Dawn and Gknnle River*, and that the whole length of this line is sub pad to 
incursion* from tlm north. To deal with these raids to maintain order and to carry 
on local police work among our own tribes wu bad at the beginning of the year mil j 
110 police wliich were dtstrihuied as follows: ui Moycle 80 tneii, At W uyorto tmd 
at Kulal 30, supported bv a half company of Kings African Rifle* at Kulol ana 
nnetluT half comjmny at Moyale. Owing to the great distances o ud I he ddncult cs of 
communication any co-operation in a sudden emergency i# impossible aud tlie weakness 

of each individual post is thus acoontuated. ^ . . 

If our frontier officers are to deal effectively with the situation and to bo m 
a position to protect aud iwlniiiiister our tribes, to check gun-running which n 
siHsuming serious proportions; and to deal with any ordinary hunting raid the poho 
force on tho frontier must he raised to 1-00 tafliii trained to a reasonable extent 
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v. c n t. nill-, of coirylna twenty inuu with tucir hit. By itH'Oiis of :.. . 

shore could ho petrolled right up to the frontier, nod i{ ''™^ f 0 thus cutting 
force liehitul un* body of raiders coming down either al »« ^"1““ 1 X’ by 

them off from tUdr own country. .Vs thcro is n« rtther r > L id, excep r f tr r>ur 
SBSa m idf?r8 from Dejaa Marids and Fitaunvri Mahonnens di^trie t« enn pun.trat_ 
^uuttv wo oo™ by thb means, afford tho EondiElc absolute protection from the 
north and in the event of farther trouble fmrr. the Tnrkbaaia, A smalJ forue co 
SaSy transported across the bkc to go operate with any column moving round the 

U Kulal one administrative end one police officer would he rcquiriM. 
i TUo Qwho Sycropost would ho stationed in the present position nt Anchor s 
post and would serve for Wal police duty and for the nrotecticn of the new c^tt 
STtata the Irnrian And Wujeir. One edmi„i.^o ? te^ would fesnffi^the^ 
fi Tbe nurDOse of |hi two atrooger posfe at W ujcir and El Wax 
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mists in the event of onv laidcrs evading or proving too strong for the »" ' 1 ■ 

C would form o second line on the main caravan roads for he purpose of obwkmc 
trun-runmnff, find would Ins in touch with the police posts to the norths 
? Vj. adminUtratave aad a police officer wuuld he ncccmry at each of LIm \>o. > 
t ‘| lC offit-rr in charge at El Wak would administer the Garre tubes 
Th^Tbriaf statement of the minimum police force with which I belief the 

northern frontier district can he properly mlioeS mmI adtmuwtered^ It f ,^°u P t te* any 
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Otic battalion Ring* Af /. lc 
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One flying column King b 

1^5 Somali Li^hi Infantry.. 
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Military transport of 150 cauiek near Seronli. 

Military transport of 150 carnet* near Wujeir 

A oommandaut of the ptotoctoratc force* with headquarter* at Nairobi, who wul 
be responsible for the training, adminiHtration, mid general dial rib ot ion of the troops 
under hifi Excellenqy's ortiers. 

The inovemonta of the flying columns to bo under the gfeuem.1 direction of the 
officer responsible for the administration of the northern provinces. 

The Zanzibar garrison of two companies to be found by the Nyasaland battalion, 
which will necessitate (if Nyasaland military requirements consist of 300 men) this 
battalion consisting of five com pan ins of 100 men each. 

Such are in brief the requirements of the northern districts from the adminis^ 

trative, military, and police standpoints. 

With such a force 1 believe that the Frontier will be efficiently protected against 
raids from the north; it will bo possible to minimise, if not to check altogether, the 
influx of arms und ammunition, and to bring our own tribes under proper control. 
Any Josser measures must, I am convinced, lead to disaster, and any delay in 
carrying out this very necessary reorganisation may lead us into serious trouble. 
By neglecting to fulfil our promises of protection to our frontier tribes, wo are 
fast losing their loyalty and respect. We are destroying the prest ige which we have 
hitherto enjoyed in Abyssinia by our inability to deal with border raids with a strong 
hand ; and we arc arousing in ;he minds of our Somali tribes the suspicion that we 

are afraid of them. 

Even now the situation will need very careful handling; in a few years we 
ahull be able to assert our supremacy only by means of a very costly exjicditten, for 
which our local forces will be altogether insufficient;, and I cannot help feeling that, in 
the present state of affairs, incidents which appear insignificant in the commencement, 
may at aiiv moment draw us into serious complications 

Witli Vaganl to the commercial possihilit iea on the frontier wc are handicapped at 
the outset bv the fact that the products of Abyssinia an- much the same as those of East 
Africa, anti that the distances are too great to allow the product of Southern 

Abyssinia to he exported v + L& Kismayu or Nairobi. 

ft has been the aim of the legation for some years past to induce tho Abyssinian 
Government to cmisent to free trade in cattle, mules, and horse*. As regard* the 
first, we have been practically successful, and in 1913 some 7,000 bond of cattle 
were imported viA Moyalc, hut the Abysstuians have steadily refused, except in very 
exceptional antes, to sanction the export of either mules or horaeo, 

I believe that the cattle trade is now firmly established* and that the numbers 
imported into East Africa will increase steadily. The recent changes in the system 
of taxation imposed upon tho Horan, although st may lead to ooznplicrition* politically* 
ft from the commercial point of view favourable to us. As l have mentioned Above the 
Bonin arc now divided out as bondsmen among tho Abyasiimn officers and soldiers* and 
for every hundred bead of cattle the owner lias to pay to his master u yearly sum of 
!H dollars, provide him with a bullock on certain feast days, look after his mules, mid 
generally be of service. They are also called upon to provide camels and men for 
transport work, for which they receive neither pay nor ration* and have further to 
pav to the Central Government a yearly tax of 1 dollar tor every 100 bond of cattlo. 

'Phil in very much resented by the Bonin, wlm uto in consequence debating among 
themselves the possibility of emigrating en ma**« to our side of the line* and arc only 
prevented by the difficulty or escaping with their cattlo and the knowledge that if 
they fail in their attempt they would be shot without mercy, 

In the meantime, however, they must have money with which to pay their toxca, 
and they can only obtoiu it by wiling ik ir cattle, for which they have no other 
market than Mcyalc. I have discussed the question fully with Fitanrorl Maldi,and 
he will place no difficulties in the way of buyers from the south, but he was obviously 
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raisiuir revenue* nu even with an import duty of 8 ner r^nt. *jrf valorem the merchant* 
would pay far Itsra in duties than would bo the ease on ihe northern road, 

1 believe that on enquiry it would he found that considerable amounts of wax 
and even hides are sent down from Abyssinian territory vi& Lugh to be exported at 
Italian Somali la ud ports, and there fa no doubt that’ a considrmbJfi portU n of ibis 
trade would, if a regular administration and v,n ofFleient police control were fritahlisbed 
on our aide* pas 1 ? through Dolt) and other points on the frontier to find their exit at 
Kiamnyu. 

A curtain trade i« carried on with Jubaland in a kind of Epsom salts, which ii 
found in Abyssinian territory and ia very largely usotl by the nativoe for medicinal 
purpo&es. A certain quantity was obtained while I was nt MoyaLo, and will, I hope, 
bo sent home for analysis in case it may have a commercial vainc* 

■■ _____ — 

[23263] So. 60. 

Liiutinant-Cofonet Doughly-lYytic t& tiir EdfPofd Grey,—(Received May 25 .) 

^Ko + iA. Confidential.) 

Sir, ■ Adis Ababa, May 2 t 11)14- 

T HAVE the honour to forward a summary of tho recent events in the north of 
Abyssinia, together with some reflections on the Italian position in those parts. 

I regret that the&e cannot pretend to be in any way exhaustive, information is 
very hard to obtain, and Mr. Armhrustcr'a ropnrta arc not yet in my hands, Hut it 
seem* to he better to send some account, however imperfect, as there arc still many 
dements of disturbance on the Eritrean frontier, or near it, where at any time some 
untoward incident might produce fresh and serious trouble, 

I baie^Ac^ ^ uolTGHTY-WrLIE, 


Eneloaure in No. 60. 

Summary of Recent Events in tke North of Abyssinia. 

Pottticat Geography. 

$0 far as X am aware there are no maps giving the political liiniis of tho 
various chiefs referred to in the recent despatcl:as on the troubles in T%rt? f and in the 
intcllicence reports from this legation. 

Tigre itself, once a profit kingdom, was subdivided by If ts Alula anti subsequently 
by Mendik. ilence Ti^rc is still sometimes used as the name for other countries than 
that lately ruled by Dejnz Oabri Sdassi, countries where the rule re are of the stock 
of Kii]g .Toliii, or w'hero ihe common language Es Tig roan. Hut, as regards tltc 
reports and despatches referred to, Tigre menus the country of Dojaa Gftbri Selasd, 
capital Adua^ Tigro propcTi 

Without assuming geographical accuracy, the ladtticid limits of tins Tigre proper 
would be, on the north, the borders of Eritrea, from the facaize River to about tho 
centre of ibe three trans-border roads marked on the AVar Ofliee map of Abyssinia 
{topographical section >ro r EMiH), Du the cast, tlie country marked llaramat p 

more usually known as Agame, capital AdigrM. This was the country of the late 
Has Sibhat,’ l do not know where the exact boundary is, and there were many 
quarrels over it* but Entiko appeara to bo in Tigro proper. 

Mouth-msi of A i^amo is the country of Onjaa Si yum, whose capital is Maknlle, 
and whose [*«} were also Antnlo and Abbi Adtii. South rif Dejnz Siyum again is another 
small country, Azabo, late chief Dejax Abnrji, which country is often spoken of as 
THgrcan, Since the defeat of Hejaz Gnbri Selaist, Has Mikhail has imprisoned HcJrk 
A bara, and ijiven tho country toono of bis own chiefs, culled Dc?juz ! mr I he border of 
Tigre proper on tho south and west, is tho Tueuzze River, which separates it from 
countries hold hv Has Waldo Giorgis. Til esc cimr tries of Ra» Waldo Giorghi aro 
Si mien, Waldibhn, Walkait, A mbit m. Demboo, ISmffpniedyr, and Agnmulyr, 

SmiLli of Aaabo lit* Ijial* and Yejju. fiokotu is sometimef Mpokeu of n« a separate 
8tatf*. and somotimes as piirt t»f Laiata. Thcsi? cEHintries we-a onen list* property of 
Has WolvCj the brother of tho Empress Taint, and of his xam Dtsjni Amadi and 
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This important rumour will require confirmation. It is very confidently 
asserted, hut I hesitate to give it as absolutely certain, because of the grave 
consequences it might have, 

The Gal la army of If as Mikhail, which the Shuaiis despite, or alToct to despise, is 
about 50,000 men. They are well Armed, Has Mikhail probably received most of the 
20,000 Wetterli Giles imported by Gniguoni He ha* now on order with the samo 
firm 10,000 cases of Wetterfi ammunition. What might ho his strength in the event 
of a collision with the Tigrcana it is hurt! to say* I can scarcely think that he would 
receive any considerable section of the northern peoples as allies, while the Ti groans 
would probably In; helped by the men of Amh&rn and Bagomedyr. 

Lij Vasu has for some time boon sending lo Has Mikhail all the arms and money 
which he couhl secure. Sumo 3,000 rifles have gone to Bessie within the last three 
weeks* 

Has Mat;hail is in constant telegraphic communication with Count Colli, Since 
the establishment of a branch of the Brink of Abyssinia at Ucsaie, Ran Mikhail 
is reported to have received large supplies of money and arms. 


between Lij \asu. liaa M ikhail, uml Depiz Gabri Sdassi. f J his was known to the 
Ital fan Legation. At the time of its formation, some three year, 1 ' ago* Uojaa Gabri 
Splasai was in Adi* Ababa. As lie wan the weak point it; the line it was wished to 
reinforce him with arms, lie wanted to buy from Guignoni Wettcrif rifles at 
24- dollar* each. Count Colli told him that be could get the same rifles from the 
Italian Government through Eritrea at 4 dollars. The necessary order under the 
13mss 's Act was obtained from the Abyssinian Government by lias Mikhail, ond 
after some protest by Eritrea l,5fH>vifl«s werosupplid to Dejaz Gabri Sclrvssi. But the 
DejnK, cither because lie had not paid for them or for some other reason, did not draw 
the rifles From Asmara until just lie fort the recent outbreak. 1 give the story n» 
Count Colli told it to me. Other people say that the number of rifles wan 2,000, and 
that tbey w r cre ti dear gift, Ahyssiniuns say tiiat ihe number was :{,00<>* 

The point is that on Count Colli's own Bliovving tlie Italian Government supplied 
a border diivf with n large number of arms cmitffliy to their usual policy. This 
fcfftu&fivtion remained entirely unknown to m. Hie Italian or Eritrean Governments 
are not arms sellers as are the J ranch, and the inlVnuiCr is that they gave the arms 
lo the put hi eat combination for sonic political reason. 

A frontier quarrel fanned to flame from Adis Ababa brought about the death and 
defeat of Kris Sibhat, the neighbour of Dcjaz Gabri Sclassi, and equally with liim the 
neighbour of Eritrea. The First news niportcd after tins was that Has Mikhail was to 
go north and restore order. 

There is an Italian first-dnss political agent in Adua on intimate terms with 
Dejaz Gabri Sdussi, who speaks ft&lmi], and fought for the ItaLbns at Adua. This 
agent must have pushed to JA-ja?, Gftliri Stdassi, not long lie foie the figlit with Has 
Sibllilt-, the rifles supplied by the Italian Government. Gabri Hckssi would do nothing 
important without bis knowledge. 

Gahri Sc in?-si liavsug beaten one nf Ids enemies was confronted with another, 

Dejna Siy.. The Adis Ababa Goverument, advised hy Count Colli* sent, or wanted 

lo scad, to Atlua itas Mikhail, a confederate of Gabri Seksai. 

But thou the party gI Has Waldo Giorgis, fixing on the supply of arms by the 
Italians to Gabri Sckssi, began a grerd agitation (which, in spite of all Count 
CcHTh skill and popularity and favour with Lij Yasn, is still continuing) that Dejnz 
Gabri Solasai was selling the country to the foreigners* This is a master note in 
Ahyssiiiia. and Count Colli seimn to me to have decided to throw over Bcj az Gabri 
Solassi. Whether he jsrsonally thinks that the time is not ripe for an Italian, 
advance, or whether it is that he can get all lie wants Tor llie present without it, 
or whether on instruction? from Rome, I do not know. But the fact remains liint 
he now advised Flint Gabri Sctussi should be called to Adis Ababa, and that both line 
Mikhail and Uas Waldo Giorgis should remain where they wore. It was, however, 
too Into to prevent the attack by sivurn, whiclb rasulted in the defeat of Gabri Sclassi* 
and the immediate advance into iigre nf Roe Waldo Qlofgi& 

Ilore liegan lhe difference between the Governor of Eritrea and the Italian 
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Sc sprites were at once reported to Asmara. 

Eritrea could scarcely sou unmoved a 
apparently hostile Ites. Troops were 
officers imported, the Bntrean militia 

expense find under arms T 

^The Marquis di Seivakgo Kaggi * as 
Italy The Minister in Adis Ababa Oj 
preventing the sending of any more troops 
that no Italian advance coi 
Italian troops, and that, therefore, we 

or bv means of the Suez Canal. 

Vk« Li4]inn Ambassadorm London 
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thing. I to insisted on the contrary WlM™* He gained that the 

and that llw Abj ssinians had no idea ^Yikliail and Ra* Waldo Gtorgis, 

possibility of trouble lay vn a collision ; support his father if attested, 

1 About this time Li; Yasu mobilised an am. » ^ LObuiaed at Ula 0UtW t <>f 

and disbanded it again. Bpt Kas Jtikbail, ^ ^ n ' ( . ar their homes and could 

the fighting. Wept h» arI "'’ 'VJ^iAtas^Waldo Giorgio, at a distance from his base, 
therefore obtain provisLons. ivliercas Las W Tigrc. It tliera was no 

rapidly became weaker. lte£- "^infallibly unite nil Abyssinia, time was all in 
collision with llic Italians, «bm 1 ■ , „ uiotlv absorbed'the country of Aiabo, 

favour of Has MikliAiL In the meant tin - 1.. Vritmti border If he crossed it, 

D+m Ctobri Selassi was known tetany would obviously 

^iVecra“te^XSraa, ^ Count Colli to told me that he sent a private 

message to Gnlm Selassi on no neevunt “»«"** I.^.^rlffood from India lauded ul 
' lto offered, If B» ™<to Gtorfjte wrfted to to Asmara or further 

*" Watd0 Giotsis ' and ■“ 

been in private telegraphic communication with him- d ^ R , turl 
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' „ large army on net irouu^ ““ 

brought hack from Tripoli, special scr™« 
calleS out, and the colony at cousmemhle 

(and still has) „ e wanted troops from 

nosed and succeeded, ao far as I know,, in 
In this connection I should hk«‘ to say 
;;^TX r ubre into Abyssinia without a lar^e body of 

should always have warning either from LUly 

a Ido Giorgis had refused to 
in a peaceful settlement, 
1 the French and English 
old to protest against the 


The Telegraph System 

A copy of the contract for the working 
Abyssinia 

terminals and the intermediate stations, bdn 
connected with the Italian Legal, 
provided with an admirable system of intdii 
With the telegraph goes the telephone. X 
Ababa Government to the northern chiefs 
men. Count Colli has for 


e-as obtained, by 'He in October lb 11 and sent to you. It provides for the 

n iu Italian hands. The bead office is 
ion. Thus for the north of Abyssinia, Count Colli is 
geneo. 

0 communication puses from the Adis 
except through the hand* rf Count Collin 
yenre been in* private communication with all the northern 
chiefs, and lias made himself their intermediary with the Government 

He is now by the telegraph the confidential messenger from Li] Yasu to Has 
Mikhail and rire v*rxd w 

He also holds Lhe power, should it so suit him, to delay communications between 
the Abyssinian Government and the north, or between this legation and London, 

Lo give an instance, Count Colli said recently, in conversation, that during tW 


Outlying Agencies? and Dhpcnmries. 

I ur years no attention was given by us to these esti 
caller! them eommereijd agencies of no importance, but 
understood. 

In this con inaction I think some attention should lie 
Magain, near Ginir* more especially in view of any discu 
the south of Abyssinia. Tlie agency was established, in n 
to that discussion. 
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with the Liknba 2,00(1 to 3,000 of the Palace guards* Them Is a curious story tlmt 
tlte crown itself has not yet gout. I do not think that this is true, but, if true, it 
might cover some new development. 

The party took ns presents from Lij Yaeu to hia father most of the accumulated 
treasure'! (other than money) from Mtsrudik’s storehouse. This ha* brought about a 
rumour that Lij Yasu hi ruse If means to follow the treasure shortly. 

Ahum* Petros hns left Adua for l>e?yiie to perform tho ceremony. Has Mikhail’s 
new kingdom will be the whole of the eastern half of Northern A by n sin in, from 
Ankober to the Italian border. His kingdom of Tigre will T>t! tboTigre of King John, 
t,#., itlio counlrios of Has Wolyt% tho Wngshum, Solrota, AvabOp the countries of Dij*u 
Siynm, Has Slbhot, and of Dejaa Gnbri j5classL 

Has Waldo Giorgls has retreated from TiRre, Firui is now in liagomedyr He is 
reported to have naked for the eeclemn.stieal title of Nebrait of Axuni, a matter of 
moment to ;l religious man, seeing Lbnt. Axuiii is the sacred place of Abyssinia. Eaa 
Mikhail, of Moslem origin, assuming already the airs of King of Tigre, is said to liave 
refused him. 

Alter the death of Itas Sibbot, the defeat of Dcjag Gabri Se!assi h and the retreat 
of lias Mikhaik Drjau fiiyum w r u> U-ft as fl,- facto ruler of nil three countries, IIo is 
the grandson of Kin- John, lias Mikhail has cl* Hod him to for tho coronation. 

The best chance lor peace would be for Si yum to accept this invitation ami Iw sent 
hack to Tig re as \ iwroy. But it is *nid to be unlikely that he will oecept it. 

lij Vhsii and Has Ilaitu, hefure the departure of rhe latter for, Uessie, are sudd 
to have token m■ oith tcceiber by wbioh Lius llailn was to stand by Lij Yuan against, 
tins Waldo Giorgis, receiving in retard Ills fatherV kingdom of Gojaui, Agomudyr* 
and Dembeii. and fM-rJiaps other eounti'ics now held by Hss l\ J nlflo Giorgis, 
Incidentially this would give Hits Htulu control of Tsana Lake. 

I’lliir« is no news here to confirm Mr, Armbruster's rumour of a largo force 
moving through Western Abyssinia to Sukota, Raa Waldo CfiorgU, however* owns 
property in Kalla, which he lately ruled. It might be that be was drawing from 
there all tho men lie had* and, as often before, a large number of slaves, 

Borne of fjtijuij Gabri Be loss is num, prisoners from the light with Siyuin, have 
arrived here. It is said that their defence is that ?he Dejainlatch wax never [U*o- 
clainnd a relxd, but that, on the contrary, they were told that Has ,Sihhru was in 
rebellion against the Government; and to help them believe that their master w:xs 
in the right, messengers from Hus Mikhail to Ih-pist Gabri Sol ns.si. were passing 
every day. 

It es said that Has Mikhail will he crowned in June. Nothing happens but tlm 
unexpected, but I mu afraid oi trouble if and when he moves his troops into Tigro. 

f have, & c- 

C. II, M. DOUGUHAVyLIE. 
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Sir H, UofM to *>’f lidutird Grip *.-—(Kifeiiwi June 13,) 

(No. UOL) 

Sir, Rome, June (J T 1011. 

Wli’lI reference to my despatch No, ltd, Confidential of the 2^1 nil April last, I 
Inivc l]ie honour to rejairl tlinE u brit'f disciUrsiou ins the relations of Eritrea and 
Abyssinia took place in tin. 1 Chamber yesterday, a deputy of tho Loft having interpellated 
tin- Government on the subject, and i-nquired why a number of unlive battalions Iiad 
BUddtruly hern rent, hark frmn Tripoli. 

Bignor Martini, tin; .Minister of the Colonies, did not repeat in public the criticisms 
hr Imrl expressed to me in conversation of tiic mistaken policy of the Government of 
Eritrea in showing a partisan spirit in their relations with certain chiefs in Tfgre. but 
mu fined hi in self to saying that, cun filets having arisen among the chiefs in the regions 
bordering oil the Ltelian eohmy, o force was senl to m iintain tniler on tbe frontier and 
protect the colony against possible incursion*. With this object in view eortitm of the 
native battalions were sent back rrom Tripoli. Italy had no aspi rati oils in the 
territories adjoining Eritrea, and her only desire was to maintain relations of goo*i 
imighbonrslup with liihiopk and develop eoinmercl!iI exchanges. The rumours 
referred 1o by the mterpdlnnl b*fl Ixxm insidiously advanced and were prejudicial to 
country. If the chief irlio bud been on friendly terms with Italy, but was now 

[1(6871 Q 
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sign of opposition to Lij YasaiVs wishes. 

r ]'ho not result of all tills appears to be & distinct strengthening of the position of 
the Prince if ho has room tly been taking tho direction of affairs largely into hie own 
hands. Thu I'rmco appears to be putting a cheek on bis habits of excess* and his 
health has much improved. 

Tile danger point of th« present situation lies in the treatment of DejaKinaeh 
Siyoum. This chief before leaving Axum for Do&aid is said to bare turned the 
government of Ids. country over to his brother and to have oluirged him in the event 
ef anything untoward happening to himself to hold it to the last against Has Mikhail. 
The result of forcing Dejazmach Yimron the Ti groans might well bo to throw them 
into the arms of Has Wahla Giorgis or the Italians + 

To jmifs from intermd to Foreign Affairs. 

Tlv 1 attitude of the Italians continues to give cause for grave anxiety. 

Reinforcements have been sent to Eritrea from Tripoli mid information has been 
received hen? from the Soudan that the Eritrean authorities are collecting transport 
animals and arming large bodies of native irregular#, .Moreover the Miissawnh- 
Asmara-Keren railway is being hastily prolonged through Agordat to the Abyssinian, 
frontier a lung the line ol the Nogura-Gondac road. The Soudan authuri ties report 
that working parties have courtrqatod masonry piers fur a bridge in the hud of the 
River tietit nn this road, mill that a railway embankment is being pushed north to 
meet works commenced simultaneously nt the Agordat end- 

The Soudan authorities also report that mi Italian officer and ten men visited 
Negara (which b in Abyssinian territory r some 28 miles from the Eritrean and & miles 
from the Soudan border} at the end of April and hoisted an Italian dag. The party 
remained there three days, during which time they appeared to he on excellent terms 
with tbi' local Sheikh, aud then retired. (See also Report \'o. 1 for March for report 
of Italian well digging parties at Nogasra*) 

It is a curious fact that although the Abyssinian Government have been aware 
for some time that the Italians have been reinforcing their iroops in Erittvn, they 
seem to have hail no information whatsoever, until the last few days, of the Italians 
doings in Nog urn and of the work oil the railway line. This would sueni to point to 
the connivance of the people of Negara and of the other border villages, who have 
probably been bought over by the Italians. The attitude of Ras Wulda Giorgia, who 
presumably knows what has been going on* remain# a puzsde. 

As soon, however, as Lij Yas&u heard of the matter he despatched a party of 
horsemen with orders to proceed direct to Xog&ra, to make investigations uiul to bring 
hack tkjwjjoh soon as possible. 

Meanwhile, in contrast to (he Italian attitude, the Abyssinian Government is 
taking no special military precautions. 

A written reiptost, however, for an explanation of the gift of 2,000 rifles by the 
Eritrean authorities to Dcja&maeh Gubm Sitas.se before the recent troubles in Tigre 
(see Report No. li for February) has been addressed to the Italian Government, and it 
is understood that the reply received is not considered satisfactory. 

As a sign of *■ the way the wind is blowing '' it should be mentioned that it is 
understood that a proposal is being discussed amongst the Abyssinian* for a telegraph 
extension from Adis Aim ha to Gallubit in the Soudan vifi Duak&z (Gondnr) with a 
view m obtaining telegraphic communication with the north anti tho outside world, 
independent of the existing Italian line. 


Adis Ababa 


Ibis Demisie, Governor of Wallcga, left the capital early in the month and 
returned to hi# country* 

Has Lul Sngad, Governor of Kambata, and Uejazmach Xndo, Governor of Ginir 
(Artissi) both arrived in Adts A balm during the last week of May, 

Captain I>. A. Sftndford has been appaltiUid Consul at Adis Ababa as a temporary 
measure: until a he return of the Minister from leave. 
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U, , 0 reaoh Qarabela before Ike end of Jun^. 

i._■ iLytk-n i,» lilraadv ri*t;n to y f UMI ,Ti * 1 


Sir M, ffo /taitjrii fa *SV/ /i’diMi-d f?rey,—{ tfirr^itrrd July ft*) 

(No, 127, Very Confidential.) 

Sir, I F ifnn:rf. June 27, 1914* 

WTTIt reference to my despatch Xa 01 of (lie 15th May* and previous dispatches 
on the subject of the importation of arms into thynsinia, I have the; honour to report 
that tin* Italian Ambassador read to me, in confidence, this morning, portion* of a 
despatch frotu the Italian Government forwarding a report from the Italian repre¬ 
sentative at Adis Ababa, According to thin report it^ consignment of arm* 
despatched from Trieste to Abyssinia included, besides "n large number of cannon," 
saver*! maehino-guns, descri’tied as being intended for me En fortresses, and 600 
M&nnlicher rifles. 

The Duo d 1 Avarua was rather upset by this intelligence, which showed (hill the 
Austro-Hungarian Government had not been very upon with him., Count Berchtold 
had told him that tome old cannon had been sold to the Abyssinian mission as a 
mercantile tmosaction with which thii Government had noth tmg to do, but. his 
Excellency had said not a word about machine-guns or rifles, and had merely added 
t|i:ii the Auslro-IEtingarian Government bad refused the Abystfwntt request for 
artillery instructors. 

'flie Amliassodor nl«o told me that hi? intended speaking to Count Berchtold about 
ft rumour reported to have been put about in Abyssinia that the Emperor Mendoks 
successor wuh thinking of asking for the protection of Au&trin-Hungary, and fur the 
acceptance also by this Government of die task of acting 0* arbiter in any dispute* 
that might arise between him and other countries. 

The Uuc d r Avarua could hardly believe that the new ruler of Abyssinia was 
con tern plating the stops ascribed to him, hut lie in tended never the less giving 
Count li torch told a warning thin any proposals it? the nature of those indicated above 
would be highly improper, and of course m acceptable* in view of existing arrange¬ 
ments between the United Kingdom, France, and Italy concerning Abyssinia, 

The Duke was anxious that hie name should not bo mentioned ns having told me 
the above, and 1 promised to report it to yon in a very confidential manner. 

3 have, &c. 

MAUMJCE t>E BUNSEN. 


Gondnr 


Consul for North West Abyssinia 


His Britannic 


Arm# Traffic 

hose departure tor An 
■, [or the l«ta oI ° 
2 lor .bmuary, arnv 
to Adi* Ababa, 1U 
and !i consignment 
i <3 carihoa arc lusavy 1 
have not yet left JitXHitu 
Lhree months the regulations 
forced, and that the ^ 


,1 Mr. SeiiwMtttnur, w 
t biiHC gun* and to oiT&n^e 
referred to in Report No. 
and is now on Ins way up 

ith a supply of ammunition 

t officers with lm 
oflBOl model They 

“ ■ “ "b ‘ 

ivnsn been ittictly on VB n*i\ 

lias for the moment iect.i\ 

It. DOUQaTV-WYUE; 
Hi* HriUtnmc Mojesty 


The Austrian t^oim 
Abyssinian Mission n> pm 
the Abyssinian ntmy was 
uboui the middle ol May 
with him 100 cannon* wi 
it is not known it he has an> 

tU. lust two « 

KhlT^t .** mt., Abyssikia 

0 . 11 . 


Jf Cfturyr 
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Aditf Alwbu 


Sir H. h’vdd if> Sir Sdwtfd Grtjf .—(JRfcetUtfd Juiy IS.) 

(Nov 261* Very Confidential) 

Si rf Rome, July ft, 1914. 

I HAVE learned from fhc telegraph sections which have just* reached me that 
Has Majesty’s representative at Adis Abnha contemplates sounding the Abyssinian 
Government as to their readiness to enter into certain ammgomeaU which would 
enable the Egyptian Government to control the waters of Lake Tsana, and also that 
the question ha* been feoatal wto-ibor :uiy eurnmunicatton should be made to the 
other two purllc* tn the tripartite agree rue Jit, t n view of the discussions which 
have hecii Hiking place here with regard tn l ake Tsuuii* n* well as on general 
h rounds, l am of opinion that we should do welt to let the Italian Government know 
of the scope of any Mich negctiatiomt should they hi-pursued. In a country like 
Abyssinia there la ahuoat sure to be n tankage, if it appears to be in anyone's interest 
to give i n forma tin n r and it would obviously lie bettor that way such information 
glimilil mlbcr cioiiie from u* than in spite of.us. In nil ibat li?is hitlierto been tisiid 
here ns regards the future of Lake ‘IVina, the Italian authorities have always 
admitted our paramount interest and acknowledged our right to control the 
management of the waters, Moreover, in the agreement liatwccu Great Britain and 
Ethiopia of l he IfiGi May, I1HJ2, articta there are provisions rcNpeoting the Blue 
Nile, Lukti Tsana, and the Sobat which, in ft seaso, prepare the way for ft deflaito 
agreotuent ft* to control over those waters. 'Thert; would therefore, ! gather, not lie 
uny difficulty in securing l ho good-will of tho Italians for such a l«h«m& 

There re a obrouic atmosphere of suspicion here as to w lmt wu may be going to 
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fareign Office, 2U > 1 , U, , 4 ‘ . 

K hi of the 01b April Inst, tm 

1 have to inform you *hfltthe 
t-itit. and mfntmoti 
fpom the Italian 
that Itftliftft soldiers 
irrietl out before rre your 
and consequently 

Inhabitants ot Nogani 
An Uattan mnson hwl been 
e&. A letter from the mail* 
was quite illiterate, 

I am, &e.. 


reference to your Excellency « 

of it»lin.n activity at Nogara^ in ^ ^ t hc n '"' 

irgd iTAffaires palled .a th - ^ instructions 

4lev that Urn there 

‘ '»>' oAoSt™ ,l "!‘ ‘ iViUructi.»» Ll n«t. « 

'db »4 ® twn to 

did iwt app«“ urgent, that the 

■J&zzx&ggs* 


hi - 

















lour to report, with reference 
-i that Signor Agnesn, the iscetuiao-G*" 
. n . lo„- visit yiMi'rdiiy nrbrnonii. ^ 
referred to the Italian chum that U 


No. 66, 


K,r if, Kodrf fo Sir Mwrd Gr<y.-(lUc*iv*d Mf 27.) 
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No. 07* 


$ir Edward Grey to Sir F. Bertie? 


*o, 208-) Foreign 0#ce, juty .24, 1W 4, , 

rdflgr&pluC') ^ 1; i vnu are accredited tliat ™ Majesty & 

affi inform Govormnaiit to which* ™ Govtmmel it for an option 

loveroment arc opening negotiation.- « o- •• .j? 3 jjo Cession of territory or 

> construct irrigation works at °<£*H£P£ involved in the negotistioioe, which 
iterfereuee with Abyssinian aoverait., • • . nceesrsirv to tlio prosperity of thu 

iu-•«* •*— —* “ 

«• -> A*, as. a* n 1 


y, 276 . Confidential) 


Jfonfjr, July -1 T ]^M'. 


Italian a,.bare in the event of a '{««><! as he under- 

rone, not coWemptoti-d by the Uipart't to me before 1 left 

od 1 was shortly leaving for Itnglan >- a i„..„. s »,ideretood article -1 M 

th evidence that to.« ■fA'ESS controlling the waters o the 

•erving to Grart Britain the while they had ennaidered the 

ike ns well as ot the basin of the Kite g°"_™ ^ nf ^ aout hern frontier up to 

ntcthvnd of JJritn* to extend along the lull hi ‘ i()tU|Usd s abrequent arrange- 

K line of the Anglo-Hahan protocols of »= J • ... Nijc excluded from the 

eute. H Lake Tsana and tfio whole co..r«' ° r was to he drawn west of 

alien hinterland, seeing that the line of tlmI ™ llCTli » t() which w ha i 

di* Ababa, the territorial continuity between th _ 1 i ( , j t o submit to 

led would have been reduced ton ‘"•'•jjft, | c had claimed, by the 

l evidence that they were eaUlW » mU^thts ^ ^ n£w ^ht me 

egutiations winch had token place m l* ' , } n signor Pntua, reporting Ins 

tl!,^ reports, translations of which I 

ave the honour to transmit herewith* 


m, m „ a #. Hi i . '■ l 


lb in Abyssinia, of which iriiichVwL stoted that 

'rout the “ Standard was submit to you « £•«•£“* 

Uk rl Kitchener hail taken wah him ir tbe Ethiopmu Empire. Signor 

tilan for the regulation of our • ty, * be Colonial Office was immediately 

CL told i that in *»***■" « «“ “®Jre7hethor anything wa. known 

besieged hy crowd- ofjournal n to' 1 k implied our intention *° 1 J B 

of the project, which they seem«l to tbmk W»L , vhll , utlle difficulty m 

Ethiopian Empire. S.gnor Agmsa “J ” , “ tba t if Lord Kitchener had anv new 

SiV’ShSt" IS CSVw «»• ta ~n arc .*■»* «• 

““SCS*. 2£» ?“'£.«'» as i” r w 

Abyssinian Government on the suhjeA oMh illt o conBdenoe I 

without hiving taken our cosignatory d m i S |„iderstood. 

feel sure tl.at our action would be misrepresents^ an 

iiPVV i.'M If If Tl r J _ 






Tlie iurgumeiit he endeavoured tft derive from these reports was that our interests 
had thropyiiout beuti dealt with as of a hydraulic chaiuieter, while the Italian interests 
were territorials He fir^tied that the sentence in article paragraph A of the 
Tripartite Agreement iwrving cousidumtion to " local interents r " was evidence t hat we 
lifld not col i Unit plated territorial sovereignty in those rugiotis. a,s in that cuso it would 
not liavc been an ob]^:t U> thn other parties to stipulate for any auch rcyerve, while 
the reservation of tlie Italian interests specified iu ikftr^gtnpli B showed tlrnt Italian 
sovereignty and British control of thf waters wert; regarded !,J1 being iiicotnpatilde. 
He was sure that Italy would Ihj prepared in tins fullest possible manner to 
recognise our right to control the waters in territory which might eventually pass 
under JLaban sovereignty, and would enter into the most clearly defined agreement 
possible to unsure this, which the Italian Government bad understood was our real 
object. 

I asked him whether tie seriously thought any Administration would uontrMnplflte 
hydmulie workm involving an ^umense ex^mliturc in territories in which they had no 
lion, fi seemed to me the control of the waters must involve the control of the 
territory also, and it had been more tkau onoe indicated iu tlio neKOtiationfl ami 
convei H nations which had taken place, that there would eventually have to be a 
territorial redistribution which would enable the desidcmla o! the respective parties to 
take practical elVeet, Among other such indications, L cited paragraph 5 uf «m? 
memorandum communicated to the AC&rqueas of haoftdoti ue by the Itulkin .Amlinasador 
on the iith .1 one 1 .1004* (Bee Confidential Print (SSSS),, Xurth-cait Africa and ihiudan, 

part 10 h p. 150), _ + 

Siu r iior Agnesa appeor&l to admit lltiit much wllh. left in the negotiations in 
fm* KuhAnnnr^nf. Hj.filetn.HTkt. but. hp adhered lo his View that if this whole of 


1 have. &c* 

RENN ELL ROt>U 




































Enclosure Vt Hi llf?B 

• a ~aSi!tsr- - 

tSTSS M i/*dHt.ip >««*?. i'|f. 

‘ s1HJ Ji(jorl ill the article m queHtem c^ul b B anticipated, white 

■^ration of tJi«1iydrtt“ llB i l,,tepL . 9 ? , »* [. t eattf mous sums on t “ m ; a ' 

„ wm , r itv of these countries, whM.U l - \ works eventually U> >>e 

Z&h v"=rr itessew* 

in turn, wtpiKlinB thb P™"^ 1 m iMtnnoo, b£ai***f* 

iS^SSKL ttqnBSg* Si 

ntJil'aiX j§£^tiSU& Si{|gjgjj 

e c Sedti. SSs »'-aC ff!£» - »n-2Sft 

“*'™S - — ’“““■" “ ““ ”" ““M 

7 WTSrf Undnwnu g£ dUt ««iX w “nSlX 

SffiSrA*iMBSES4. - —«* «— 

-*«£££.. *«*■«•* assess 

"T ! L-rioutoT cmnidemt'"". m«l. tlnind.^, thw uf |li( , „ rtw , of the 

l,« Lot it oonld not eotnain “^u, 2 noognin. d-olnring in gtW 

i'lLtd which tlw lwrderi»uvr*ngw«<l J . . j , mttUl u st , ami for Bicypt* 

uXX A* *«■ tor Wl- t; 3u2t4* when the ^te mplate* 

i f • l livilrftulifi ©liu.fiict'Cr, " ■ ■ vi .|,l i to ui t it woulfl b .conn. 

''vriitnulilv iitw,' under cirKiunetonces ut l| rl -“ UT ' '* t determine twconlmg to t!i■ ■ 
2« u ooterintoo further .mdiWBO -I v ‘T t i',e .rineinle. thus summarily l»ul 
*&**£ .. whieh might aritetto application <>» < i I eonaulted respecting 

inTeri'", ..!iw! the BritW' tiov«r,jme.a niigirt ^'^"^“nmiention. 

■bv'sW 

SSmA# 'dmfted"’in gS****^ 

7 ,,. ,, 1 -rpM-inenl, 1 **“' to him Hint, «uhti>«■ "*™ , in ddlnite record. To tW ton. 
vour l AiH-ll. ii'-y it ««*l b» “P^me tortlwitl' to include hU deeUratiowi in my 

Ud.tp ropli-td to me in odicinl form 

cermpoufanto ns ilaving w™ ,,,Jlu 


i J ANWA 
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LiVu f ^ jin n I* Colon at Doughty-IVyiic in Sir Edward Grty .—(ftfceiiid ^ r ) 



(No. G4. ConfidcntiaL) 

Adi# Ababa, July 12,1914. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 1(J, fit which you direct me la rcniiud 
the Abyssinian Government that f am awaiting a satisfactory rcihy to Mr. Podds's 
note of tie 27th January demanding an indemnity of lft,000^» and nneloiinp certaEn 
correspondoiiec iviih Colonel \ylmer, l have the honour fo submit that the moment 
ia not opportune* 

By your telegram of the 1th July* you directed me to urge tlie rsnria Trenty 
on tlie' Prince and the Foreign Minister. The Tsana Treaty umhodiesin my judgment 
the most important British intercut in Abyssinia, after the mttinteaian&‘ of pww^ 
I haTc begun to negotiate for this treaty on the new and mom powerful lias is which 
you have [siren me. Should ! now reopen this question of a money compensation 
on the lines liitherto fallowed, it would seam to me imeless to continue the other 
negotiations at thi* time, seeing thru they de|«nd entirely on Oicndty relations. 

If 1 inn isoi wrong, tli* h Abypsiniau trovi.Tiiment or wlmt nt present ansHcnt ha 
that name, will not pay this money uuJcsa you threaten tlu m, And 1 ihiuk you 
would not up prove of a threat Link's* you were disposed Ut buck it up, H might 
he that at some other limn of great national cinergemy, such a* if I hi Him war, 
wh.*n out beiih-vulcNt nttilude would be of first imporiancc, they would pay thn 


Hay of dealing with >uch a people, und tlukt without n threat you ero unlikely to get 

money m matter* stand, , . . * . . . . , r 

This patriotism or ant Ioti fit ist Spirit cati b* Juste red and used hy uh, desireni of 

Abyssinian indupumtenoi'. If, on the other hand, we wanted eompiesi, it is n strong 
lem a mu n*t us But conquest bcsIdoH IjH-ing for tin-time judiiumJly unthinkable, is 

a verv s.u-iuus mil.ion probl.. it would re<|nire a vry large amj gnOrl nviny lo 

Utke iiLul In till for I he'n^t tew yearn the prawn t well-armed Abyssinhi, The nationalisL 
Spirit f whether we use it or not, will exist und grow; under present circumstances 
JowlVt but under reform and strong Govcmment, very quickly indeed. 

r lM rt turn t« tlio Houtbern frontier Und the demand for emnpeniation. Referring 
tii vour de*piLteli Xu. Ul or the L"l)th X oie to her, 11113, rind Mr. Thesiger's reply to it, 
Xo I of the 1st January, 111 I 1-, l see that the Minister bused hi* demand for 

15,000b on— 

J TIib refusal of the rtniti deal ion of the frontier; 

'l r Qn the Wlurc to pumih anybody by the AbyssSninn authority; 
a. Un the complicity of local chiefs. 

As regard* No. 1 T recti den l ion of the frontier, [ linve not yet received 
Mr ThosigtVs report ol his recent journey across it, and liin oonversatioHa uitl. tho 
Governor of Emd Africa. It is powihle that local knowledge may have brought him 
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2 punishment of offender*. Certain 
it know yet if Mr* Thesiger'* report 

s'* party of hunters were 
were present at the tight 
were it the time of the tight 
i\M DWitcb what the Abjsemiau 
iitivc them. I <l« ™>t want to bn called to 

e Abyssinians ■vili at onto 
tar thut under some i 
■horn to death. For they ate 


all killed, and, it is stated, “ 

rest of the party aro, l ^ear, now 
nut elephant hunting, and took no 

author! ties do with these 

interfere, for if I as* 

, Win to bargain about tho I5 t 000t. 

mistaken idea of SU»6 ■«« 

,..j obviously only guilty ot an ot “ n . 
ami I should consider it entirely wrong to «l 
SU or have to interfere, I 4*« V *» fl * d 

", a re certainly accomplices m 

that is in the sending out of patth* f 

I. WUfta their complicity is P^ v u ; 
ii flue/if it is found possible to levy it, withmi 

should Vic neither 
ived at- 

to vmir instructions, m th* 
on wished it, begin this 
r was put forward aa au alter- 
monetary compensation to Natives 

fair. 11 the latter was the case it 

Abyssinia o^er which 

useful* ^ot haying 
ia or impossible without 

i Mi m\ humble opinion) valuable 

I'.Uirou&rd * 

ndoubtedly, the difficulties have 

r is one which Mr, Thesiger has 
nd suggestion* an the subject and 

matter to him, - 

idioiou* to begin the question ol 
& Treaty cither finished or laid 
that, it laid by, it will re-emerge 

submit that it Is more important to 

fn the settlement of this frontier, 
est lies in a friendly attitude, l be 
nnt vet. H we cannot get exactly 
tit for it, wc may us well gain what 

A graceful concession 


3 , complicity of chief,, local chief, 
nail? Rceom 

blows with British officer 

per punishment i» 

J?rS: that this demand for compensation 

u'JS Lome settlement of the frontier » «m 

f Mr, Thesiger's report, and object 

fc Treaty not being finished, 1 could, i > 

■stand it right, Lhe demand tor money 

i’vg of territory, and not as a 

■p^ Inst, or-damafftd in the 

... ;+ if.,,wild on circumstances m 


M. DOUG 11TY-WYLIE 


AiHjfiist -“0 


Lie u (ftiart(- Co fo» c l Dough l Jr H > (o 


Adi# Abtiba, July l^p IMl-t, 
from Mr. Dodds, consul 
_ aty's Commissioner for 

vented by illness from meetiu 
Mr. Archer u copy ol this 


irward an interesting despatch 
to llaTgeina to meet 
i unfortunately pro 
tilled. L am sending to 
„f Mr. Dodds- report. 


1. of the. Gadahurti. 

In p, 3 of Mr* Dodds' reports he maintains that the Gadabursi and the Ugh a - * 
Uobkh Ntirof that tribe are not British subjects, but Abyssinian. On p. 4 heaays 
that 1 * the domicile of a Somali tribo can only be decided by the position of the wells 
used by it during jilal or the dry season ” Such a question will be far better known 
to the Commissioner of Somaliland than to inc, hut it would appear that Mr. thesigei 
in hisa despatch of the 10th July, 1913, to the commissioner, considers that out claim 
to the Gndabursi is tossed on the position of their principal grazing greumK L-e 
says nothing about wells, ft would be interesting to know which is the better 

basis to put forward in case of dispute, or whether both should be urged, 

I further note that Mr. Dodds,’ opinion that the Gadabursi are not British subjects 
varies from that held by the commissioner oil the 18th April, 1913, which at that 
date was supported by the Foreign Office. As this matter must inevitably sooner or 
later ctoselv concern" the Ifnrar consulate, perhaps. it would be well to consider it 
ui'resh in ernicert with .Mr, Archer. I would add to this, u eonsidcration o our 
attitude to the Bluck and White. Ess, the Jibril Abokr, and Ahtn'^d Abdul ah iiihes. 
It is to be noted that some of tbeso tribes fire in receipt <*t pay Irnm Abdul alt tJahir, 
Governor of Jigpggn- If l am right, the reason of this is (hat Abdullah Lhihir 
wishes to gather the trade of those tribe* into his own hands, a* well as the taxes. 

Speaking v<?rv roughly, and without any knowledge of the Ml important local 
conditions, I should any that the -libril Abokr and Ahmed Abdullah would be glad 
enough to refill to pay taxes if we thought it worth while to support them m 
doing so; hul that in the matter of lm.de, thread and reproaches are of no use* it 
will always go by the way which pays it best. The competition 1mlween /aiLi and 
Jibuti is altogether one for the Commissioner of Somaliland* 


2. Claims of the {sheik tint Oynden. 


should give me notice to warn the Abyssinian Government*and that be Mwuiu sen« 
the officer to settle the matter from liis side, as we have no one available hoia. bntc 
ijiis time. I regret that Mr, Dodds was unable to settle' these claims himself, but 
think that the reasons which ho gives will bfe accepted by the commissioner. 

3. TVdjfr between Abyuinia wd Simnjfi7and+ 

Mr. Dodds’ remarks (pp 7. 8, ami U) «l>i>™r to me useful wd su«J^«TO, but 
tliry are more for tile commissioner than for me. I am not alWker u vtl, Ml. Dodds 
however in thinking that nothing can he done with the Abyssinian authorities m 
matters of trade, nor that Abdullah Dakir can not he used toy m He will do whatever 
, mVN him best. He is a Somali and therefore a boras trader, but even an Ahysamiaa 

,™li frillnw !iin own interest, once he can si 1 !* it, 

D,.L Talfarl is intelligent, aad I should be very elod to try to concert with 

Mr -Irchcr anv trade improvements which he may consider possible Of course L am 
w,dl aware ttat mud. lime and patience are retired. But in the end trade « the sure 
mad to peace and civilisation. I should he inclined to use Abdullah Dah ir s commercial 

instincts. Mr Aroher will notice the suggestions for merchants at HargciM, 

nne/uirauemont of cultivation and a trade journey to the t tgatlcn. 1 He l.itLer deponIs, 
no donht - tlm state of the country A Sir. Dodd*’ return, and to some extant on 

friendly relations with Dejaz 1 alTari. 

-1. Suggestion w. 

■1 Hijit n f the Colonial Office, and that of the Commis- 

■ venture to propound a rough idea as to the Ham* Consulate, 

^ So ’ uli,i •*«"• IU re ' ati(> “ W ‘ tb 

. .fSKSSl greatly extend its utility, by connecting it with an 

a-g "tr, syateiSfi SEtra- i- 
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, i Tihuti. To Colonel 

in tlkiar, as «?'“ \ M<X anyth mg. an* *» 1 j, might hate » 

would not cost the n ( the Abjrs&toians and 9 Southern Abyssinia, 

scope and {»•**“£ £f should again •* « Etarar. whioh, 

eventual advantag" ^ and WJ11 tb. or the t rench cum 

Italian territorial eonnee WH u ^ the 

t thi nk would be assorted. become the moat import J, 

Inoidcu tally. Hmj other than that at the capital. 

pleasantest oonsalat post in , . l have, , &£ ^ pOUGHTT-WYLIE. 
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**ttS 5 n s vSH 2 f**»^•*"»“*SS’l**■ 

found him in camp ='t Dltreh * repair 8 .... 

Eolluiving aldia '■■ , . ijnhir Eitah, Uetai Kairrru, 

» *Afc**• 

GbwtfSb, Kilnar i P Mab,adflfl#ip j lti|fe Ibrahim, 

ifai Unilidi Gaboleb, of the 31 alia flaw - UlC tJgfc w to come to 

' , ter twelve hours' tolk I obttdiwd a P n ‘f“'accom^i«| by two of 
After u on Li t ^ould tiret go to Mi* aulh u r al B li Government 

Uargais;i, on <50ncl | ' l(l , <,[ mV repeated asauraiiw* Uiat tt » t wt ljktdv to be 

&ffi SB -j^tSSSJSSW« •»«* 

^X-^-^.SnTiiCi •"*“>«?■ H2 “* ***' 

Tins treatmtnt of dama Hers] d modify hist juapicwn- 

on the return of the akiU, l Idt 

-anasSSKSsfe- - * -w. — 

I wM cm with his orderly to M »«»■ 



I wrote to the Ughaz and told him of the position of affairs, urging him to go to 
the commissioner on the return of hh representative*. I recalled Uajee M. Ah- 

While at Dirreh I l]ad sM i veral eonversntions with the llghaz and tlie akiils of tiie 
tribe. AH professed everhsting fidelity to the British Government, and said they 
would have no further " truck" with" the French at Jibuti, nor would they send 
their caravans anywhere but to Kaila. 

The t r glmz and s^ornt* of hb ahib are in the pay of the French Government, hut 
they a&suml me they would not touch a sou of French money in future. They asked 
me to convey these assurances to IIis Majesty** commissioner. 

I did not enter into the position of the Gadabursi tribes with tlieso people, us l 
am uncertain if iny views on the subject, which are expressed below, would coincide 
with the views held by 31 r Archer, 

With a further appeal to the Ughaz to come to Hargaiss, and an injunction to the 
akils to stand to their promise, I left them. 

Stains of the Gadabttrri Tribes The status of the Gadahm-si tribes requires careJuI 
investigation and consideration, and when it is decided to which Government the dilterent 
sections owe allegiance, they should hr informed. At present the Gnd&uurfli without 
exception are under the impression that they ore British subjects, hut they an 1 mistaken. 

I ain uot in a |H)shion myseH to say which, if any, of the sections are justly 
claimed by the French, hut some sections are certainly Abyssinian subjects. 

Bv the trenty made between Mas .YEakoimen and Sir Bennell iii>dd in ibSST those 
tribes living in the territory ceded by Great Britain io Abyssinia became Abyssinian 
subject R- Certain of (he Gadabursi were at tlmi time living in the ceded territory, 
and are still living there. 

The domicile of a Boinnli tribe can only bo decided by the position of the wells 
used, bv it durim? the jiial or verv dry season. The jih) wells of certain of the 
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i f l^C . |1 h to- HVUIU 1TW W UVliUUU wakk- 

k ■ naontblv reTonue viJite of Jig Jigga, roughly I put it at 2 P 5Q0 dQUursp 

+ Tkf 0 * 1 the authedties Fit Ilarmr sea very little. AbduMa, with his 

aAtelatCs, may he said to own the trade of the town, of which htf is the Governor. 

ri trn< 110 ^ encouraged, ns was instanced when kfesars, H&homedally 

aiul Co, opened a branch of their huainosH there some months ago, and were met with 
much opjMttUinsi from the clique. 

It will thus he seun that we cannot j^y on Ahdtilb for assistnuec in uur 
schemes. It romahu for us* to ft*eapture the trade now paiwnz through Tig Jigga for 
the benefit of our Somaliland protectorate. 

I ins can be done with the establishment of an officer at Enrt^ai^ aud a guarantee 

rrenn the Authorities at Berbera that looting on the trade routes will be severely 

punished. 

Ilie Somali would prefer to deni through a British town, where he well knows 

that he will always meet with just treatment and a small taxation, which he cannot 

expect to enjoy at the hands of the Abyssinian authorities. 

1 Imd liumy opportunities to discuss the existing trade conditions with the Somalis 

I met . On every hsod I was told that the Somali had been driven to trade'with 

Jig J'SP 1 by the Indian merchant# on the coast* who during the last few years had 
increased id I their prices. 

The present cost of jowfiti at the coast towns is the reason of this complaint. The 
Sornnlr does not realise thnt the produu! of a eduntry must be ehcnpci - rlijin tlie wiine 
thiug imported Imm India. 

In fact, prices nt Berbern and Jiulhar of all goods* with the exception of jowari 
and ghee mate it possible to undersell the Jig Jigga merchants; 154 ih. of rice at 
Jig JiggU f°r M dollars and can. he bought at the coast for about 14 ruj>ecs. 
One gu.^ura (IftS lb,) of dntea fetches 11 dollars at Jig Jigga brtd IS rupees at Bulbar* 
Two tins of kerosme oil is sold Tor (5 dollars at Jig Jigga. 

Jim market price of ghee* however, is better nt Jibuti by 2 rupees, consequently 
all ghee from this country goes to that port; while lfl<4 lb. nl jnwnri sells for 5 dollars 
at Jig diggn and for 9 rupees or more at the coast 

it will lie gathered that by allowing our coast merchants to set ujj branches of 
their establishments at tfarguisa, we should without doubt recapture the trade which 
now goes to Jig Jigga. 

On my return from leave 1 might, w ith benefit to this scheme, lie authorised to 
visit the Ogaden trilies* with a view to persuade them of the advantages to he gained 
by dealing through Hargaiua, 

Culhmii flu,—With commendable foresight, Abdulla has given much encourage¬ 
ment to his subjects hi cultivate jowari round .ligdig^ji When I visited that place in 
1910, there were no more than a feiv patches of jowari near the town* to-day 
cultivation extends for some miles round Jig Ji^ga. The crops are excellent and 
now besides supplying the demands of the inhabitants, go to augment the supply for 
sale to Somaliland. 

Wc must follow Abdul Li’s example and encourage cultivation within our 
protectorate. 

That the Somalis are willing to cultivate \* evidenced at Arabwyo and Gebda, 1 
visited tlit! former place nn,d found a section of the .fibril Ahonkr commencing work. 
They hod made largo zaribas and were about to bow their crops. 1 inspected the 
ground and found they hud put the Biblical quotation into operation and were using 
their spears in place of a plough. They had engaged the: services of a Galla trorn 
Jig Jigga and intended to buy a plough. 

At Geheli, where I did not go* I am told that the crops are actually growing. 

Such enterprise merits encouragement. The Arabssyo cultivators asked me to 
commend them to ilia Majesty's commissioner, and requested me to give them a paper, 
stating that they were British subjects and nm&t not l» inter fared with. I n view of 
the visit of Balambaras Aogow to Oobeli and. the subsequent claim against him for 
damage to crops, 1 ^ave them the letter they required. 

The climate, soil and rainfall at ArabseyoCompOresi favourably with the conditions 
at Jig Jigga. If jowari will grow there* there is ever? reason to suppose that it will 
grow equally well at many wolla in Somaliland, * 

Surely herein lies a solution for the pacification of the Somali tribea. An 
example has been L^ivcn them at Araltecyo and Gebeli, and encouragement from 
the Government to try the results of cultivation may persuade the Soit-uA that 
peaceful tillage of the «oiE is preferable to incessant strife over an odiferous camel 
or two. 
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